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FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Webster Bladen Bladen Rural Fire District 1,772 160,000
Webster Blue Hill Blue Hill Rural Fire District 200,000
Webster Red Cloud Red Cloud Rural Fire District 200,000
Webster Forest Landowners** 2,683
webster Total 4,455 560,000
Wheeler Bartlett Wheeler County Rural Fire District 100,000
Wheeler Ericson Wheeler County Rural Fire District 100,000
wheeler Total 0 200,000
York Benedict Benedict Rural Fire District 100,000
York McCool Junction Community Sign Landscaping Project 1,167
york Total 1,167 100,000
State Fire Marshal Training Division 3,900
Nebraska State Volunteer Firefighters Association 3,500 4,000
GRANd TOTAL 1,022,688 17,728,700
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
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FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Saunders Cedar Bluffs Cedar Bluffs Rural Fire District 4,000 100,000
Saunders Ithaca Ithaca Rural Fire District 116,000
Saunders Malmo Malmo Rural Fire District 4,386 225,000
Saunders Mead Mead Rural Fire District 80,000
Saunders Mead University of Nebraska 200,000
Saunders Prague Prague Rural Fire District 41,000
Saunders Valparaiso Valparaiso Rural Fire District 41,000
Saunders Total 8,386 803,000
Scotts Bluff Broadwater Broadwater Rural Fire District 100,000
Scotts Bluff Gering Gering Rural Fire District 2,500 60,000
Scotts Bluff Gering Five Rocks Road Xeriscape Landscape Project 10,000
Scotts Bluff Henry Henry Village Board 161,000
Scotts Bluff Lyman Kiowa Rural Fire District 101,000
Scotts Bluff Minatare Minatare Rural Fire District 101,000
Scotts Bluff Mitchell Mitchell Rural Fire District 120,000
Scotts Bluff Scottsbluff Lacy Park Tree Replacement 14,400
Scotts Bluff Scottsbluff Scottsbluff Rural Fire District 5,000 60,000
Scotts Bluff Total 31,900 703,000
Seward Bee Seward County Rural Fire District 61,000
Seward Cordova Seward County Rural Fire District 60,000
Seward Seward Plum Creek Trailhead Landscape 5,000
Seward Tamora Tamora Fire Department 4,910  
Seward Tamora Seward County Rural Fire District 80,000
Seward Utica Seward County Rural Fire District 100,000
Seward Total 9,910 301,000
Sheridan Gordon Gordon Rural Fire District 1,740 82,000
Sheridan Lakeside Heart of the Hills Rural Fire District 141,000
Sheridan Rushville Rushville Rural Fire District 3,400 100,000
Sheridan Forest Landowners** 78,589
Sheridan Total 83,729 323,000
Sioux Harrison Harrison Rural Fire District 260,000
Sioux Total 0 260,000
Stanton Stanton Stanton Rural Fire District 141,000
Stanton Total 0 141,000
Thayer Alexandria Alexandria Rural Fire District 41,000
Thayer Deshler Deshler Rural Fire District 60,000
Thayer Hubbell Hubbell Rural Fire District 1,000 41,000
Thayer Total 1,000 142,000
Thomas Halsey Halsey Rural Fire District 60,000
Thomas Thedford Thedford Rural Fire District 216,000
Thomas Total 0 276,000
Valley Arcadia Arcadia Rural Fire District 101,000
Valley North Loup North Loup Rural Fire District 41,000
Valley Ord Ord Rural Fire District 3,189 41,000
Valley Total 3,189 183,000
Washington Arlington Arlington Fire Department 3,700
Washington Blair Blair Fire Department 1,000
Washington Herman Herman Rural Fire District 60,000
washington Total 4,700 60,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
Energy security, climate 
change, urbanization, invasive 
species, declining rural econ-
omies—the news is filled with 
a disturbing litany of issues 
facing our state and world. 
These serious problems are 
complex, interrelated, defy 
single-remedy solutions and 
demand to be addressed NOW.  
So what does this have to do with trees and forests? 
A lot. 
The sustainable management of trees and forests touches all 
of these issues and can play a huge role in their solutions. 
Even in Nebraska, a primarily agricultural state, trees can and 
do make a difference.  
For instance, trees capture and store carbon for a long time. 
More than 360 million trees growing on 1.3 million forested 
acres and in communities across Nebraska currently seques-
ter 91 million tons of carbon! Planting trees in strategic loca-
tions near buildings can save up to 30% in cooling costs, 
reduce fossil fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions 
and create the “Good Life” we have come to enjoy.  
Woody biomass from Nebraska’s trees and forests is an 
almost completely overlooked renewable resource just wait-
ing to be used. We currently use just 10% of the 1 million net 
tons of wood grown each and every year in forests across the 
state. Burning wood for energy reduces dependence on fossil 
fuel, doesn’t emit new CO2 to the atmosphere (wood is carbon 
neutral), reduces energy costs (often by 50% over the cost of 
natural gas) and creates long-term, good-paying rural jobs to 
harvest, process and deliver the wood. Every boiler converted 
from fossil fuel to woody biomass creates at least a 30-year 
local market for woody biomass. That means permanent rural 
employment in areas needing it the most. 
Even invasive and aggressive native species (such as Russian 
olive and eastern redcedar) that overrun pastures and river 
systems are in fact a resource that can be used to fuel bio-
mass plants. Alternative crops, such as hybrid hazelnuts, 
show promise for becoming a new source of biodiesel while 
improving the environment.  
The Nebraska Forest Service (NFS), along with our many part-
ners, is tackling these issues head-on. We are refocusing our 
traditional programs of Forest Stewardship, Community 
Forestry, Wildland Fire Protection and Forest Health to address 
the critically important issues of energy, invasives, climate 
change and rural economic development. To do so, we have 
had to reinvent how we do things and aggressively seek out 
new sources of funding to support these emerging needs. In 
FY 2008 alone NFS successfully secured nearly $2.1 million 
in competitive grants to support programs in forest fuels 
reduction, emerald ash borer preparation, hybrid hazelnut 
research, agroforestry and expanded education and out-
reach programming (see box below). The majority of these 
funds were channeled directly to communities and forest 
landowners through cost-share programs. Additional assis-
tance was provided to volunteer fire districts and communi-
ties through other support programs outlined at the end of 
this report.
At the Nebraska Forest Service, we are serious about our 
mission, that is, to improve peoples’ lives by protecting, 
enhancing and utilizing Nebraska’s tree and forest resourc-
es. We believe we can make a difference. With the support 
and participation of you—our many partners—we are.  
I encourage you to take a few minutes to look through this 
past year’s annual report. It may just stimulate new ideas or 
identify new opportunities for working together to solve the 
acute problems of our day.  
5-Ton 6x6 with 1,000 gallon tank and 
remote nozzle control. 
Cedar Bluffs
5-Ton 6x6 with 1,000 gallon tank.
Utica
COMPETITIVE GRANTS RECEIVEd By NFS IN 2008
Forestry Technical Assistance  $   213,778
Hazelnut Research   $     15,500
Forest Fuels Reduction   $1,182,380
Community Forestry   $   500,000
Invasive Species Preparation  $   166,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance  $   218,110
Sheridan County
Sheridan County
Sheridan County
In addition to promoting forest health, safe-
ty and productivity, fuels treatment projects 
in the Pine Ridge (Sioux, Dawes and Sheri-
dan counties) create full-time, year-round, 
skilled employment. 
Dr. Scott J. Josiah
State Forester and Director, Nebraska Forest Service
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For several years, wildland fires across the country have 
been increasing in number, size and severity. Fires in the 
Panhandle and near Valentine during the summer of 2006 
scorched more than 80,000 acres, serving as a grim remind-
er that Nebraska is not immune to this epidemic. 
Since 2001, NFS has been involved in efforts to remove 
excess fuel loads from our forests. Completed fuels treat-
ment projects on almost 5,000 forested acres have reduced 
the risk of catastrophic wildland fires, improved the overall 
health and safety of our forests, preserved water quality and 
stimulated economic development in areas that are often 
otherwise struggling. 
In 2008, NFS received a record $1,182,380 to support fuels 
treatment projects in Nebraska’s most fire-prone areas. 
FUELS TREATMENT PROJECTS IMPROVE FOREST hEALTh ANd SAFETy
These funds, in the form of state and federal grants that are 
passed through NFS to local landowners, will treat more than 
3,000 acres in the Pine Ridge and 1,300 acres in the Niobrara 
Valley.  
Fuels treatment involves removing brush and small-diameter 
trees (top right) from the forest understory. These ladder fuels 
serve as a pathway for ground fires to become highly destruc-
tive crown fires. Crown fires behave erratically and are difficult 
to suppress, making firefighters’ jobs more difficult and more 
dangerous. Without ladder fuels, wildland fires are more likely 
to stay on the ground where firefighters can more effective-
ly—and safely—combat them. In fact, during the 2006 
Panhandle fires, fuels treatment projects allowed firefighters 
to combat wildland fires in areas where they otherwise would 
not have been able to safely do so.  
Since 2001, NFS fuels treatment projects 
have reduced the risk of catastrophic 
wildland fire on almost 5,000 forested 
acres. Treated acres in the Pine Ridge, 
one of Nebraska’s most fire-prone areas, 
are shown in red below.  
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Nuckolls Lawrence Highway 4 Enhancement 5,520
Nuckolls Nelson Nelson Rural Fire District 41,000
Nuckolls Ruskin Ruskin Rural Fire District 60,000
Nuckolls Total 5,520 101,000
Otoe Douglas Douglas Fire Department 1,306
Otoe Nebraska City North Entrance Welcome Sign 1,202
Otoe Nebraska City Nebraska City Fire Department 962
Otoe Palmyra Palmyra Fire Department 1,183
Otoe Syracuse Syracuse Rural Fire District 1,720 25,000
Otoe Syracuse Syracuse Sports Complex 15,000
Otoe Total 21,373 25,000
Pawnee DuBois DuBois Rural Fire District 60,000
Pawnee Pawnee City Pawnee City Rural Fire District 80,000
Pawnee Forest Landowners** 1,032
Pawnee Total 1,032 140,000
Perkins Venango Venango Rural Fire District 60,000
Perkins Total 0 60,000
Pierce Hadar Hadar Rural Fire District 186,000
Pierce Total 0 186,000
Platte Humphrey Humphrey Fire Department 1,500
Platte Lindsay Lindsay Welcome Sign and Lake Enhancement 3,014
Platte Monroe Monroe Rural Fire District 15,000
Platte Total 4,514 15,000
Polk Polk Polk Rural Fire District 60,000
Polk Shelby Shelby Fire Department 2,000
Polk Stromsburg Stromsburg Fire Department 2,100
Polk Total 4,100 60,000
Red Willow Indianola Indianola Rural Fire District 100,000
Red Willow Lebanon Beaver Valley Rural Fire District 41,000
Red willow Total 0 141,000
Richardson Falls City Falls City Rural Fire District 41,000
Richardson Stella Stella Rural Fire District 41,000
Richardson Total 0 82,000
Rock Bassett Gracy Rural Fire District 365,000
Rock Bassett Rock County Rural Fire District 2,300 142,000
Rock Bassett Rock County High School Entryway 5,872
Rock Newport Newport Rural Fire District 2,500 474,000
Rock Total 10,672 981,000
Saline DeWitt Saline County Rural Fire District 141,000
Saline Dorchester Saline County Rural Fire District 250,000
Saline Swanton Swanton Fire Department 1,800
Saline Tobias Tobias Fire Department 4,950
Saline Western Saline County Rural Fire District 100,000
Saline Total 6,750 491,000
Sarpy Bellevue Roadway Island Triangle 2,199
Sarpy Bellevue Two Springs Elementary School Scouting 
Grove 4,352
Sarpy LaVista Keystone Trail Connector 15,200
Sarpy Papillion 96th Street Project 7,980
Sarpy Total 29,731 0
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
1997 City of McCook CEP grant.
McCook
2006 International 7400 with 3,000 gallon 
tank and 1,000 gpm pump.
dorchester
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After removal, either mechanically or by hand, debris is scat-
tered and left to decompose or piled for controlled burning or 
wildlife habitat (below right). Much of the woody debris from 
projects in the Chadron area is chipped and used by Chadron 
State College (CSC) to heat and cool its campus. Currently, 
CSC uses 9,000 tons of wood chips per year to heat and cool 
more than 1 million square feet of building space, saving the 
college up to $300,000 in energy costs each year. Rising 
energy costs are causing other institutions in Nebraska to 
explore this economical energy source as well.  
In addition to the energy benefits of woody biomass, several 
Nebraska communities are benefitting from increased employ-
ment as workers take to the woods to thin the forest. In the 
Pine Ridge alone, fuels treatment activities have created six 
full-time, year-round jobs and more than $1 million in eco-
nomic development impacts to the area.
To target areas most at risk to catastrophic wildland fire, NFS 
is geospatially assessing Nebraska’s coniferous forest resour-
ces in the Pine Ridge and Niobrara Valley. Because coniferous 
forests present the greatest wildfire hazard, the information 
provided by this project will allow NFS and its cooperators to 
make highly informed decisions about where fuels treatment 
projects will be most effective. 
In cooperation with Nebraska’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), NFS acquired high-resolution aerial imagery 
that is being analyzed with cutting-edge geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) software. This analysis produces a map 
containing information about forest fuel loads, roads, com-
munities, political boundaries and other readily available GIS 
layers. Analysis of the Niobrara Valley was completed in June, 
and analysis of the Pine Ridge will be completed by mid 
2009.
Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) gained prominence in the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003. As a result 
of this legislation, communities with a CWPP are eligible for federal forest fuels treatment grants to help manage nearby for-
ests and moderate the threat of wildfires. 
Developing a CWPP helps a community clarify its priorities for protecting life, property and critical infrastructure in its wild-
land-urban interface—the area where communities and human habitation meet wildlands.
Working in collaboration with both local government and fire departments, as well as applicable state and federal agencies, 
NFS identifies and prioritizes areas for fuels treatment and develops recommendations for the types and methods of treatment 
that will best protect a community. 
NFS has made strides in developing CWPPs for three of Nebraska’s most fire-prone areas. CWPPs are currently in effect   near 
the Pine Ridge’s Nebraska National Forest, as well as in a multi-county area of the Niobrara River Valley. The third, and newest, 
CWPP covers the Wildcat Estates area near Gering. These areas have already received a combined $550,000 in fuels treatment 
grants for 2009. 
COMMUNITy wILdFIRE PROTECTION PLANNING: ThE FIRST STEP
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Keith Ogallala Humphrey Pond Renovation 10,000
Keith Ogallala Ogallala ReTree Kickoff 17,000
Keith Ogallala Ogallala Fire Department 1,800
Keith Total 32,268 60,000
Keya Paha Springview Keya Paha Rural Fire District 123,000
Keya Paha Forest Landowners** 19,231
Keya Paha Total 19,231 123,000
Kimball Bushnell Bushnell-Johnson Rural Fire District 2,200 41,000
Kimball Kimball Downtown Streetscape Renovation 11,000
Kimball Total 13,200 41,000
Knox Creighton Creighton Fire Department 1,375
Knox Crofton Crofton Rural Fire District 60,000
Knox Verdigre Verdigre Rural Fire District 41,000
Knox Total 1,375 101,000
Lancaster Hallam Hallam Volunteer Fire Department 
Landscaping 15,400
Lancaster Hickman Hickman Rural Fire District 100,000
Lancaster Hickman Entrance Sign Monument 8,500
Lancaster Lincoln Downtown Lincoln Landscape Restoration 13,274
Lancaster Lincoln Southeast Community College Frontage 
Enhancement 6,000
Lancaster Lincoln Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 41,000
Lancaster Lincoln Southeast Rural Fire District 260,000
Lancaster Lincoln University of Nebraska Biological Systems 
Engineering 100,000
Lancaster Waverly Waverly Rural Fire District 100,000
Lancaster Total 43,174 601,000
Lincoln Brady Shady Brady 9,187
Lincoln Hershey Hershey Rural Fire District 3,900 101,000
Lincoln Maxwell Maxwell Rural Fire District 60,000
Lincoln Wallace Wallace Rural Fire District 15,000
Lincoln Total 13,087 176,000
Loup Taylor Loup County Fire Department 1,250 100,000
Loup Total 1,250 100,000
Madison Madison Madison Fire Department 290
Madison Norfolk Norfolk Public Schools Tree and Landscape 
Improvement 5,700
Madison Total 5,990 0
McPherson Tryon McPherson County Rural Fire District 100,000
McPherson Total 0 100,000
Merrick Chapman Bader Memorial Park Beautification 4,352
Merrick Chapman Chapman Rural Fire District 182,000
Merrick Total 4,352 182,000
Nance Belgrade Belgrade Rural Fire District 115,000
Nance Fullerton Nance County Veterans Memorial 10,000
Nance Total 10,000 115,000
Nemaha Julian Brock-Julian Rural Fire District 41,000
Nemaha Nemaha Nemaha Rural Fire District 101,000
Nemaha Peru Peru Rural Fire District 1,250 60,000
Nemaha Total 1,250 202,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
3
2004 Maxwell Public School CEP grant.
Maxwell
2004 City of Hickman CEP grant.
hickman
1-Ton Commercial Utility Cargo Vehicle 
equipped as grass rig.
Brock Julian
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Nebraska’s Pine Ridge has a history of large interagency 
wildland fires. Because state and federal agencies in Nebraska 
have little fire suppression capacity, initial response in this 
fire-prone ecosystem rests on the shoulders of volunteer 
firefighters.
In March, NFS partnered with state and federal agencies to 
present the first-annual Nebraska Wildland Fire Academy 
(NWFA) in Crawford. The academy offered four National 
Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) courses ranging from 
basic firefighting to more advanced fire behavior courses. 
The courses were provided at virtually no cost to attendees 
and were presented on weekends to accommodate the work 
schedules of volunteer firefighters. The NWCG’s Annual Fire-
line Safety Refresher Training was also offered as part of the 
academy.
Over a nine-day period, 108 hours of training were com-
pleted. Attendees included 176 firefighters from 14 rural fire 
departments, three Nebraska state agencies and one federal 
agency. The academy also attracted firefighters from South 
Dakota and Wyoming.
The academy also benefitted from the support of the 
Panhandle community. More than 20 local businesses, indi-
viduals and communities contributed time, funds and facili-
ties. Interagency partners, including the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
NFS COORdINATES NEBRASKA 
wILdLANd FIRE ACAdEMy
Resources, U.S. Forest Service, National Weather Service and 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal Training Division, were also criti-
cal to the academy’s success.
Building on the accomplishments of the first academy, plan-
ning for the second-annual NWFA began immediately. Future 
plans include increasing the number of courses offered and 
expanding the curriculum to include prescribed fire courses. 
Students and instructors from as far away as Minnesota have 
expressed interest in participating in the NWFA. The focus of 
the NWFA will remain, however, to provide low-cost ways of 
empowering Nebraska’s volunteer firefighters to better protect 
people, property and natural resources. 
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Gosper Elwood Gosper County Rural Fire District 82,000
Gosper Elwood Elwood Fire Department 3,000
Gosper Total 3,000 82,000
Grant Ashby Rackett Rural Fire District 242,000
Grant Hyannis Sandhills Rural Fire District 82,000
Grant  Total 0 324,000
Greeley Greeley Greeley Rural Fire District 101,000
Greeley Scotia Scotia Rural Fire District 41,000
Greeley Spalding Spalding Rural Fire District 2,400 241,000
Greeley Wolbach Wolbach Rural Fire District 1,600 101,000
Greeley Total 4,000 484,000
Hamilton Giltner Giltner Fire Department 994
Hamilton Phillips Phillips Fire Department 4,950
hamilton Total 5,944 0
Harlan Orleans More Trees for Orleans 9,678
Harlan Stamford Stamford Rural Fire District 101,000
harlan Total 9,678 101,000
Hayes Hayes Center Hayes County Rural Fire District 41,000
hayes Total 0 41,000
Hitchcock Stratton Stratton Rural Fire District 160,000
hitchcock Total 0 160,000
Holt Chambers Chambers Rural Fire District 82,000
Holt O’Neill O’Neill Rural Fire District 242,000
Holt Page Page Rural Fire District 75,000
Holt Stuart Stuart Rural Fire District 800 101,000
holt Total 800 500,000
Hooker Mullen Mullen Rural Fire District 200,000
hooker Total 0 200,000
Howard Boelus Boelus Rural Fire District 1,500 102,000
Howard Dannebrog Dannebrog Rural Fire District 344 90,000
Howard Elba Elba Rural Fire District 86,000
Howard Farwell Farwell Rural Fire District 45,000
Howard St. Paul Howard County Hospital Enhancement 10,000
howard Total 11,844 323,000
Jefferson Daykin Daykin Rural Fire District 400 60,000
Jefferson Diller Diller Rural Fire District 100,000
Jefferson Plymouth Plymouth Rural Fire District 60,000
Jefferson Forest Landowners** 750
Jefferson Total 1,150 220,000
Johnson Cook Cook Rural Fire District 137,000
Johnson Sterling Sterling Rural Fire District 73 141,000
Johnson Sterling Park Drive Enhancement 4,201
Johnson Forest Landowners** 1,500
Johnson Total 5,774 278,000
Kearney Axtell Axtell Rural Fire District 3,500 100,000
Kearney Wilcox Wilcox Rural Fire District 60,000
Kearney Total 3,500 160,000
Keith Brule Brule Rural Fire District 60,000
Keith Keystone Keystone-Lemoyne Fire Department 1,500
Keith Ogallala Housing Authority Street Trees 1,968
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
During the NWFA, students in the S-130 Firefighter Training course have the 
opportunity to gain hands-on experience constructing firelines. 
5-Ton 6x6 with 1,000 gallon tank.
Axtell
1-Ton Type 3 ambulance converted to 
equipment truck.
Cook
2004 Central Community College CEP grant.
Grand Island
2.5-Ton 6x6 with 500 gallon tank.
Brule
In 2008, NFS, the Arbor Day 
Foundation and Rutgers 
University formed a major 
research and development 
consortium to commercialize 
the hybrid hazelnut within the 
next 10 years. 
Hazelnuts show great poten-
tial for contributing to prof-
itable, sustainable woody 
perennial-based agricultural 
and agroforestry systems 
throughout the eastern Great 
Plains and Midwest. Hybrid 
hazelnuts, resulting from 
crosses between the native 
American hazelnut and highly developed European cultivars, 
can produce large quantities of sustainably grown, high-qual-
AdVANCES IN hyBRId hAzELNUT R&d:  AN EMERGING FOOd ANd 
BIOFUELS CROP wITh PROMISE FOR NEBRASKA
ity human and animal food, oil 
for biodiesel, nutraceuticals 
and other products. Commer-
cializing hybrid hazelnuts will 
diversify agricultural systems, 
create new sources of on-farm 
income, foster increased na-
tional energy independence 
with locally-grown carbon-
neutral fuels and improve our 
environment.  
As part of this consortium, NFS 
plants and evaluates a range of 
hybrid hazelnut crosses and 
cultivars at Arbor Day Farm in 
Nebraska City, on UNL’s East 
Campus and at Horning Farm State Demonstration Forest near 
Plattsmouth. 
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RETREE NEBRASKA—ONE TOwN, ONE TREE, ONE ShOVEL AT A TIME
PROMOTING GOOd TREES FOR ThE GOOd LIFE
Species diversity is an important measure of a community forest’s overall health and 
sustainability. The devastation caused by pine wilt and Dutch elm disease, as well as the 
approach of emerald ash borer, all reinforce the importance of species diversity. 
To promote species diversity across the state, ReTree Nebraska partnered with the Ne-
braska Nursery and Landscape Association to create Good Trees for the Good Life, a list 
of trees that grow well in Nebraska but are often under planted. From this list, ReTree 
Nebraska chose its Eight for 2008, a group of best-in-show species that are promoted in 
ReTree-participating nurseries across the state with specially designed nursery tags. 
RETREE NEBRASKA’S EIGHT FOR 2008:
concolor fir
Shantung maple
Kentucky coffeetree
northern catalpa
baldcypress
bur oak
chinkapin oak
elm hybrids
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Dodge Dodge Dodge County Fire Department 1,000
Dodge Fremont Fremont Rural Fire District 2,500 141,000
Dodge Fremont Ilgenfritz Parking Lot Improvement 5,000
Dodge Hooper Hooper Fire Department 4,600
Dodge North Bend North Bend Fire Department 423
Dodge Snyder Snyder Fire Department 500
Dodge Uehling Uehling Fire Department 1,160
Dodge Winslow Winslow Rural Fire District 4,000 60,000
dodge Total 19,183 201,000
Douglas Omaha Alice Buffet Middle School Community 
Walking Trail 12,000
Douglas Omaha Douglas County Health Center Landscape 
Improvement 8,300
Douglas Omaha Meadow Drive Entrance Enhancement 2,400
Douglas Omaha Sacred Heart Landscape and ROW 
Improvement 14,200
Douglas Omaha Willow Wood Circle Refurbishment Project 10,000
Douglas Valley Reichmuth Road Enhancement 15,000
Douglas Waterloo Waterloo Fire Department 230
douglas Total 62,130 0
Dundy Benkelman Benkelman Rural Fire District 120,000
Dundy Haigler Haigler Fire Department 3,000
dundy Total 3,000 120,000
Franklin Campbell Campbell Rural Fire District 60,000
Franklin Franklin Franklin Fire Department 1,996
Franklin Naponee Naponee Rural Fire District 41,000
Franklin Riverton Riverton Rural Fire District 60,000
Franklin Total 1,996 161,000
Frontier Eustis Eustis Rural Fire District 60,000
Frontier Total 0 60,000
Furnas Cambridge Cambridge Fire Department 3,000
Furnas Holbrook Holbrook-Edison-Arapahoe Rural Fire District 2,300
Furnas Oxford Oxford Fire Department 1,700
Furnas Wilsonville Wilsonville-Hendley Rural Fire District 101,000
Furnas Total 7,000 101,000
Gage Adams Adams Rural Fire District 1,900 41,000
Gage Adams Daniel Freeman School Native Garden 5,120
Gage Barneston Barneston Rural Fire District 108,000
Gage Blue Springs Blue Springs Rural Fire District 1,450 82,000
Gage Clatonia Clatonia Rural Fire District 1,825 30,000
Gage Odell Odell Rural Fire District 15,000
Gage Pickrell Pickrell Fire Department 4,000
Gage Wymore Wymore Rural Fire District 2,000 15,000
Gage Total 16,295 291,000
Garden Lewellen Blue Creek Rural Fire District 101,000
Garden Oshkosh Garden County Rural Fire District 60,000
Garden Total 0 161,000
Garfield Burwell Burwell Fire Department 4,400 41,000
Garfield Total 4,400 41,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
Nebraska has lost nearly half its community forest resource 
in the last three decades. To reverse this decline, ReTree Ne-
braska was created with the notion that everyone can play a 
role in preserving Nebraska’s “Good Life.”
While the primary goal of ReTree Nebraska is to properly 
plant and maintain 1 million community trees by 2017, raising 
awareness of the substantial value trees and forests provide is 
an integral part of ReTree Nebraska’s efforts. 
Trees are an important part of community infrastructure. They 
filter stormwater runoff, reduce energy costs and increase 
property values. Trees also provide many important social 
and psychological benefits, such as reduced crime rates, in-
creased spending in business districts, increased concentra-
tion among children with attention deficit hyperactivity dis-
order and improved self-esteem in pre-teen girls. Trees even 
make communities healthier. Studies show that community 
tree canopy reduces the incidence of asthma, obesity and 
diabetes—all emerging childhood epidemics.
In 2008, more than 200 energetic volunteer ambassadors in 
81 Nebraska communities worked tirelessly to raise public 
awareness of the economic, environmental, social, psycho-
logical and physical value of trees. Ambassadors sponsored 
ReTree Nebraska booths at multiple events across the state 
and worked closely with local leaders to help communities 
of all sizes develop and implement sustainable tree manage-
ment programs. 
As the home of Arbor Day, Nebraskans are familiar with 
spring tree planting. However, because fall’s milder tempera-
tures also provide ideal planting conditions, ReTree Nebras-
ka Week was developed to promote fall tree planting across 
the state. ReTree Nebraska ambassadors organized events, 
ranging from tree plantings to educational opportunities, and 
promoted both tree planting and ReTree Nebraska Week via 
local newspapers and radio stations.  
ReTree Nebraska is a cooperative effort of NFS, Nebraska 
Statewide Arboretum, University of Nebraska Rural Initiative, 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln Department of Agronomy & 
Horticulture and Nebraska Community Forestry Council. 
Left: Volunteers planted a Kentucky coffeetree, one of ReTree Nebraska’s 
Eight for 2008, in Lincoln’s Bethany Park in celebration of ReTree Nebras-
ka Week, held September 21-28, 2008.
1997 Antler Park CEP grant.
Elkhorn
1996 City of Burwell CEP grant.
Burwell
1999 Beatrice Playground Park CEP grant.
Beatrice
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NEBRASKA CONTINUES STRONG TREE CITy USA TRAdITION
COMMUNITy yEARS
Allen 15
Alliance 16
Arapahoe 20
Ashland 8
Atkinson 8
Auburn* 32
Bancroft 3
Bassett 9
Battle Creek 18
Bayard 15
Beatrice 21
Beaver City 19
Beaver Crossing 18
Benkelman 12
Bennington 19
Blair 25
Boys Town 22
Brady 16
Broken Bow 31
Brule 8
Cambridge 12
Central City 11
Chadron 18
Chappell 17
Columbus 21
Cook 22
Cozad 15
Creighton 17
Crete 17
Crofton 16
Curtis 20
David City 23
Dodge 5
Doniphan 13
Fairbury 21
COMMUNITy yEARS
Falls City 16
Farnam 1
Fremont 30
Friend 25
Fullerton 7
Gering 19
Gothenburg 20
Grand Island 22
Gretna* 21
Hartington 17
Hastings 18
Hickman 16
Holdrege 15
Humboldt 23
Imperial 23
Julian 1
Kearney 22
Kimball 17
La Vista 17
Laurel 5
Lexington 11
Lincoln* 31
McCook 23
Minden 18
Mitchell 5
Morrill 9
Nebraska City* 31
Neligh 21
Nelson 13
Nemaha 5
North Platte 25
Odell 14
Offutt Air Force Base* 21
Ogallala 24
Omaha 30
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Cass Forest Landowners** 240
Cass Total 240 430,000
Cedar Hartington Hartington Fire Department 5,000
Cedar Wynot Wynot Fire Department 3,200
Cedar Total 8,200 0
Chase Wauneta Wauneta Rural Fire District 100,000
Chase Total 0 100,000
Cherry Cody Barley Rural Fire District 120,000
Cherry Cody Cody Rural Fire District 513,000
Cherry Kilgore Kilgore Rural Fire District 241,000
Cherry Merriman Merriman Rural Fire District 283,000
Cherry Nenzel Mid-Cherry Rural Fire District 360,000
Cherry Valentine Valentine Rural Fire District 250,000
Cherry Forest Landowners** 78,568
Cherry Total 78,568 1,767,000
Cheyenne Potter Potter Rural Fire District 4,663 75,000
Cheyenne Total 4,663 75,000
Clay Clay Center Clay Center Rural Fire District 157,000
Clay Edgar Edgar Rural Fire District 41,000
Clay Total 0 198,000
Colfax Howells Howells Fire Department 3,998
Colfax Leigh Leigh Rural Fire District 100,000
Colfax Schuyler Schuyler Fire Department 2,300
Colfax Total 6,298 100,000
Cuming Bancroft Bancroft Fire Department 500
Cuming Beemer Beemer Fire Department 543
Cuming West Point West Point Fire Department 800
Cuming Total 1,843 0
Custer Anselmo Anselmo Rural Fire District 459,500
Custer Sargent Sargent Fire Department 5,000
Custer Total 5,000 459,500
Dakota Emerson Emerson Fire Department 249
Dakota Homer Homer Fire Department 3,100
Dakota South Sioux City Riverview Drive Enhancement Project 15,792
dakota Total 19,141 0
Dawes Chadron Chadron Middle School Project 4,285
Dawes Crawford Crawford Fire Department 4,600
Dawes Forest Landowners** 262,561
dawes Total 271,446 0
Dawson Eddyville Eddyville Rural Fire District 82,000
Dawson Cozad Cozad ROW 8,000
Dawson Lexington Dawson County Fairgrounds Enhancement 5,000
Dawson Overton Overton Rural Fire District 3,665 41,000
dawson Total 16,665 123,000
Dixon Dixon Dixon Rural Fire Distsrict 60,000
Dixon Ponca Ponca Rural Fire District 2,700 325,000
Dixon Wakefield NE Nebraska Fire Prevention Coop. 250
Dixon Wakefield Wakefield Fire Department 314
dixon Total 3,264 385,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
Across Nebraska, towns and cit-
ies of all sizes are demonstrat-
ing their commitment to com-
munity betterment by achieving 
Tree City USA certification. 
Trees make communities more 
livable by increasing property 
values, reducing crime rates and 
increasing the lifespan of roads 
and stormwater systems. Trees 
also improve communities by 
reducing energy consumption, 
increasing consumer spending 
in business districts and reduc-
ing the incidence of obesity and 
asthma in children. 
Tree City USA recognizes com-
munities that have organized 
community forestry programs 
supported by a tree board or 
department, municipal tree ordi-
nances, an annual budget of $2 
per capita and an annual Arbor 
Day ceremony and proclama-
tion. 
Tree City USA is a national pro-
gram sponsored by the Arbor 
Day Foundation and adminis-
tered in Nebraska by NFS. 
Across the U.S. there are 3,310 
communities with the Tree City 
USA designation.
In 2008, more than 500 volun-
teer tree board members pro-
vided direction to 115 commu-
nities in the operation of local 
community forestry programs.
Collectively Nebraska’s Tree City 
USA communities represent 
80% of the state’s population 
and invested more than $5 mil-
lion in the care and maintenance 
of their community forest 
resources by planting 5,100 
trees, pruning 23,400 public 
trees and removing 1,000 dead 
or dying trees.
COMMUNITy yEARS
O’Neill 23
Ord 11
Palisade 14
Papillion 19
Paxton 13
Pender 14
Pierce 16
Pilger 8
Plainview 17
Potter 15
Red Cloud 13
Rushville 13
Schuyler 20
Scottsbluff 20
Scribner 2
Seward 26
Sidney 22
South Sioux City 16
Stella 15
Stromsburg 27
Sutton 19
Tekamah 21
Trenton 23
Valley* 14
Waco 15
Wakefield 18
Wallace 8
Wauneta 16
Wausa 12
Waverly 8
Wayne 17
Wisner 13
York 18
Yutan 6
*Tree City USA and Growth Awards
1996 Ponca Public School CEP grant.
Ponca
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GRANTS ANd COST-ShARE AwARdEd TO NFS PARTNERS IN 2008
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Adams Hastings Hastings Rural Fire District 1,200
Adams Juniata Juniata Fire Department 4,700
Adams Roseland Roseland Rural Fire District 41,000
Adams Total 4,700 42,200
Antelope Clearwater Clearwater Rural Fire District 85,000
Antelope Neligh Neligh Public Library 4,000
Antelope Neligh Neligh Fire Department 4,350
Antelope Total 8,350 85,000
Banner Harrisburg Banner Rural Fire District 60,000
Banner Total 0 60,000
Blaine Brewster Brewster Rural Fire District 4,950 100,000
Blaine Dunning Dunning Rural Fire District 302,000
Blaine Purdum Purdum Rural Fire District 100,000
Blaine Total 4,950 502,000
Boone Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids Rural Fire District 60,000
Boone Primrose Primrose Rural Fire District 4,000 186,000
Boone Saint Edward Saint Edward Rural Fire District 41,000
Boone Total 4,000 287,000
Box Butte Alliance Alliance Rural Fire District 223,000
Box Butte Total 0 223,000
Boyd Spencer Spencer Rural Fire District  100,000
Boyd Total 0 100,000
Brown Ainsworth Ainsworth Fire Department 4,400  
Brown Ainsworth Brown County Rural Fire District 60,000
Brown Long Pine Brown County Rural Fire District 101,000
Brown Long Pine Long Pine Fire Department 1,300
Brown Forest Landowners** 8,836
Brown Total 14,536 161,000
Buffalo Amherst Amherst Rural Fire District 41,000
Buffalo Pleasanton Pleasanton Rural Fire District 60,000
Buffalo Pleasanton Welcome Sign and Rosalia Park 15,000
Buffalo Total 15,000 101,000
Butler Abie Abie Rural Fire District 1,200 60,000
Butler Bellwood Bellwood Rural Fire District 100,000
Butler Bruno Bruno Rural Fire District 3,400 41,000
Butler David City David City Rural Fire District 1,000
Butler David City Butler County Mutual Aid 500
Butler Dwight Dwight Fire Department 3,575 121,000
Butler Linwood Linwood Fire Department 1,750
Butler Rising City Rising City Rural Fire District 60,000
Butler Total 11,425 382,000
Cass Alvo Eagle/Alvo Rural Fire District 41,000
Cass Greenwood Greenwood Rural Fire District 41,000
Cass Murdock Murdock Rural Fire District 206,000
Cass Nehawka Nehawka Rural Fire District 41,000
Cass Union Union  Rural Fire District 101,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
From small communities to major metropolitan areas such as 
Lincoln and Omaha, volunteer enthusiasts have made lasting, 
measurable impacts on Nebraska’s landscape.  
The Community Enhancement Program (CEP), a collaborative 
program of NFS, Nebraska Department of Transportation and 
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, improves the state’s trans-
portation corridors by making federal transportation funds 
available to assist communities and other public entities in 
Nebraska with implementing volunteer-coordinated landscape 
projects on public property. 
Typical CEP-funded projects include trail and street-tree plant-
ings, highway corridor improvements and landscape enhance-
ments to community signs and entry ways. Since 1994 this 
program has provided more than $4.4 million to fund 572 
projects in 215 Nebraska communities.
CEP GRANTS SIGNIFICANTLy IMPACT NEBRASKA LANdSCAPE
NFS FEdERAL ExCESS PERSONAL 
PROPERTy PROGRAM
Through the Federal Excess Personal 
Property Program (FEPP), the Nebraska 
Forest Service, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Forest Service, acquires certain 
types of equipment that are no longer 
needed by the federal government. This 
equipment is reconditioned and loaned 
to cooperating rural fire districts, in-
creasing their capacity to protect lives 
and property. 
NFS has participated in the FEPP Program 
since the early 1960s. Currently, almost 
300 pieces of FEPP equipment—with a 
replecement value of  $17,728,700—are 
in use by more than 160 rural fire dis-
tricts across Nebraska.   
In 1999, Grand Island received a CEP grant to landscape three parking lot islands in its downtown. The grant funded $14,000 of the project’s $20,700 total 
cost. More than 100 trees and shrubs were planted among the three islands. The ongoing management and care of these plantings have contributed to 
the project’s success and provided the community with lasting environmental and economic impacts.  
Before—1999 After—2008
The program has been enormously successful. With the 
planting of large-maturing trees, such as oaks and elm 
hybrids, and the landscape accents of shrubs, perennials 
and native grasses, CEP projects have made long-term 
impacts in hundreds of Nebraska communities.
To ensure the ongoing success of projects, NFS completed 
a survey of established CEP projects across the state in 
2008. Sixty project sites were randomly selected and evalu-
ated based on tree, shrub and perennial condition, mainte-
nance needs and overall community impact. Photo points of 
each project were established and digitally recorded to 
develop a geospatial map of CEP projects across the state. 
Observations about management needs and recommenda-
tions were also recorded for follow-up with project site 
coordinators. 
4x4 diesel pickup with 200 gallon tank. 
2.5 Ton 6x6 with 750 gallon tank and high/
low pressure pump
4x4 diesel pickup with 225 gallon skid unit. 
Roseland
harrisburg
Bruno
2008 was no stranger to extreme weather. Tornadoes, violent 
thunderstorms, straight-line winds and flooding took their toll 
on Nebraska. More than 64 counties across Nebraska received 
disaster declarations.
A late May storm brought straight-line winds in excess of 80 
miles per hour into Lincoln, causing more than $200,000 in 
damage. The same month, Kearney and the surrounding areas 
were severely damaged by a series of tornados and strong 
thunderstorms. In late June, a powerful thunderstorm rolled 
through Omaha, causing more than $1.5 million in damage. 
Uprooted mature trees, split stems, and growing piles of 
branches and debris were an all-too-common sight in many 
Nebraska communities.    
These storms eroded already declining tree resources. Ne-
braska is no doubt a state of extreme weather, and it will take 
concerted planning 
and management 
to restore and 
maintain our forest 
resources for fu-
ture generations.
In 2008, NFS staff 
worked with local 
tree boards, com-
munities, ReTree ambassadors and green industry profes-
sionals to assess tree damage and develop management 
activities for restoring community forest canopy. Regional 
training and assistance were provided to support recovery 
efforts across the state. Grant assistance was targeted to 
fund and support local replanting efforts.
STORMS TAKE A TOLL ON COMMUNITy FORESTS
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Steve Chick, Nebraska Natural Resources Conservation 
Service state conservationist, was honored with the 2008 
State Forester’s Award.
Chick joined the Nebraska 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) as deputy state 
conservationist in 1992 
and became state conser-
vationist in 1995. During 
his time with Nebraska 
NRCS he has substantially 
increased his agency’s sup-
port for forestry. 
Chick was also instrumen-
tal in engineering the inno-
vative cooperative agreement between the Nebraska Forest 
Service and NRCS that co-funds four technical service pro-
vider (TSP) forester positions at strategic NRCS field offices 
across the state. This partnership has greatly enhanced each 
agency’s ability to provide rural forestry technical assistance 
to landowners statewide.  
NRCS STATE CONSERVATIONIST RECEIVES STATE FORESTER’S AwARd
“Steve’s leadership has 
made a lasting difference on 
the health and productibility 
of our forests across the 
state. His efforts have led to 
nearly a doubling of forestry 
services to rural landowners 
technical assistance with 
windbreaks, streamside buf-
fers, wildlife and other con-
servation plantings.”
Dr. Scott Josiah
State Forester & Director
wOOdy BIOMASS ENERGy—NEBRASKA’S UNTAPPEd RESOURCE
Energy security is a vital issue in the United States. 
Heavy dependence on fossil fuels obtained from politically 
volatile areas, an emerging consensus that carbon emissions 
must be substantially reduced and dramatically increasing 
costs of fuel oil and natural gas are driving the urgent need for 
alternative energy sources. Rising energy costs are negatively 
impacting Nebraska’s rural communities, many of which were 
already facing serious economic declines. 
The solution—in part—lies close to home. 
Woody biomass is a proven, reliable energy source for both 
heating and cooling, as well as industrial applications, electric-
ity generation and ethanol production. As an industry, woody 
biomass creates jobs and new sources of income in depressed 
rural areas. 
With funding from a $37,000 U.S. Forest Service grant, NFS 
conducted a study to determine the amount of wood available 
to woody biomass consumers, identify potential woody bio-
mass consumers and geospatially map Nebraska’s available 
NEBRASKA’S AVAILABLE wOOdy BIOMASS RESOURCES:
•	 Nebraska	has	1.3	million	acres	of	timberland	containing	more	than	41	million	oven-dry	tons	of	standing	woody	biomass.		Of	
this biomass, 87% is on private land.
•	 Nebraska’s	timberland	produces	at	least	1	million	net	tons	of	wood	per	year,	every	year.
•	 Each	year	a	total	of	270,000	tons	of	wood	are	generated	from	urban	wood	waste	and	wood	processing	operations.
•	 In	the	Pine	Ridge	and	Niobrara	Valley	alone,	rapidly	growing	forest	fuels	treatment	programs	produce	110,000	tons	of	waste	
wood each year. 
•	 At	least	five	institutions	across	the	state	are	currently	seeking	funds	for	conversion	to	woody	biomass,	potentially	saving	$1.6	
million in annual energy costs and reducing carbon emissions by 600,000 tons over the 30-year lifespan of the boilers. 
wood resource. Results show Nebraska has an assured sup-
ply of waste wood and annual growth to support strategically 
located woody biomass-based enterprises.
Nebraska-grown wood is a plentiful, economic energy source 
that can stimulate and revitalize our rural economies, while re-
ducing carbon emissions and dependence on fossil fuels. Less 
than 10% of Nebraska’s existing woody biomass resource is 
utilized.  
Traditionally, woody biomass is used to power heating and 
cooling systems. Chadron State College currently uses 9,000 
tons of woody biomass each year to heat and cool more than 
1 million square feet of building space. Other users of woody 
biomass in Nebraska include the Arbor Day Foundation’s Lied 
Lodge (3,200 tons/year) and a number of alfalfa dehydration 
and wood product processing plants. Woody biomass can 
also be used to co-fire coal-burning power plants, reducing air 
pollution and offsetting carbon emissions. For industrial ap-
plications, woody biomass can replace natural gas, increasing 
profitability and reducing net carbon emissions. 
Above: State Forester Scott Josiah (left) presents Nebraska NRCS State 
Conservationist Steve Chick (right) the 2008 State Forester’s Award. 
hONORS FROM ThE NEBRASKA 
ARBORISTS ASSOCIATION 
Rachel Allison, NFS southeast district forester, was honored 
with the Nebraska Arborists Association 2008 Educator of 
the Year award during the association’s winter conference. 
Allison has been active with the Nebraska Arborists Asso-
ciation (NAA) for more than 10 years. During this time she 
has worked closely with arborists and nursery professionals 
in western Nebraska, promoting the importance of certifica-
tion for green industry professionals and teaching at multiple 
NAA seminars and workshops. 
Five forest health brochures, developed by Dr. Mark Harrell, 
NFS forest health program leader, and Laurie Stepanek, NFS 
forest health assistant, also received recognition at NAA’s 
winter conference.
The brochures, which provide information about abiotic prob-
lems of trees, insect pests of broadleaf trees, insect pests of 
conifers, disease pests of broadleaf trees and disease pests 
of conifers, were given NAA’s Presidential Citation and have 
been distributed at more than 60 local, state and federal of-
fices throughout Nebraska. The brochures have also been 
distributed in six other states and British Columbia. 
TwO ChIEFS AwARd hONORS 
GREAT PLAINS INITIATIVE
The Great Plains Tree and Forest Invasives Initiative was 
honored with the 2008 Two Chiefs Award.
The award, given annually by the chiefs of the U.S. For-
est Service (USFS) and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), recognizes forestry partnerships that ac-
complish landscape-level impacts. The Great Plains Ini-
tiative (GPI) was selected for its innovative approaches 
toward inter-state and inter-agency partnerships. 
GPI is a collaborative effort of state forestry agencies in 
Nebraska, Kansas, North Dakota and South Dakota. Under 
the coordination of NFS District Forester Steve Rasmus-
sen, GPI has forged partnerships with state and federal 
resource agencies, developed a replicable survey meth-
odology for tree and forest resources and created regional 
educational materials in preparation for the arrival of inva-
sive species in the northern Plains. The group also devel-
oped an inventive citizen-based monitoring and detecting 
kit that has been distributed throughout Nebraska, Kan-
sas, North Dakota and South Dakota. 
GPI was developed in 2007 and is funded by a USFS grant 
and matching state dollars.  
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Trees have long been an important component of Nebraska 
agriculture. Windbreaks increase crop yields, reduce soil ero-
sion and protect livestock from weather extremes. Riparian 
buffers filter agricultural runoff and sediment, protecting pre-
cious water supplies. 
In spite of their critical role however, conservation tree plant-
ing in Nebraska has declined significantly since the 1980s. 
Almost three decades ago, The Nebraska Conservation Tree 
Program sold 3 to 3 1/2 million trees annually for conserva-
tion purposes, such as farmstead windbreaks, wildlife habitat, 
water quality protection and soil erosion control. From 2005-
2008, that number dropped to approximately 1 million trees 
sold annually for these same purposes. 
Peoples’ attitudes toward trees are shifting. Changes in crop 
prices and land values have led to an increased emphasis on 
using available land for row crops.  Prolonged drought—lead-
ing to concerns about trees competing with crops for water— 
has caused many landowners to question the value provided 
by conservation plantings. The reasons for the decline are nu-
merous. 
But so are the reasons to plant.  
For example, producers who incorporate conservation plant-
ings into traditional 
row-crop systems ben-
efit almost immediately 
from increased yields 
and reduced soil ero-
sion. 
Recently, representa-
tives from NFS, Nebras-
ka Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, 
U.S. Forest Service 
and the Nebraska As-
sociation of Resources 
Districts, collectively 
known as the Conser-
vation Trees Working 
Group (CTWG) joined 
forces to reverse this 
trend and promote 
conservation tree plant-
ings.
In 2008, CTWG de-
veloped Conservation 
Trees for Nebraska, an 
initiative with the goal 
of planting 1.7 million 
REVERSING ThE dECLINE OF CONSERVATION TREE PLANTINGS
conservation trees annually, starting in 2009. The initiative’s 
goal is roughly equivalent to planting one conservation tree 
every year for each person in the state. To many this may 
seem a lofty goal, but members of the group think it is at-
tainable, given the resources that are available to interested 
landowners.
A number of cost-share programs are available to interested 
landowners. Each program has its own goals, ranging from 
creating and preserving wildlife habitat to improving and 
protecting water quality to reducing soil erosion. The pro-
grams are available through a variety of federal, state, local 
and private organizations. 
To meet the goal, the group is developing a comprehensive 
media and public education program to inform the public 
about the important role conservation trees play in Nebras-
ka’s agricultural industry. Part of the group’s outreach ac-
tivities will include making people aware of the cost-share 
opportunities available and encouraging landowners to take 
advantage of the benefits programs have to offer. 
All agencies involved with the program will also enhance the 
technical assistance they provide to landowners. 
PROMOTING STEwARdShIP: 
NEBRASKA TREE FARM SySTEM
In 1959, Wes Huenfeld’s farm near Aurora became Nebras-
ka’s first Tree Farm, marking the beginning of a legacy that 
is gaining new life. 
At its peak, Nebraska’s Tree Farm System boasted more than 
200 members. However, program changes set by the Ameri-
can Tree Farm System’s national office and tightening state 
budgets drove the program to hibernation. 
When the program was suspended, current members got 
certified letters explaining the situation. Many called to ex-
press their disappointment and say they wanted to join again 
if the program was ever revived.  
That time has come.
In 2008, NFS began taking steps to restore the program to 
its previous level of prosperity. Doak Nickerson, NFS district 
forester, renewed his certification as an inspector and facili-
tator. In turn, Nickerson certified 13 NFS staff members as 
inspectors. 
In 2009, NFS will begin soliciting Nebraska forest landown-
ers to become certified Tree Farms and contacting former 
participants about renewing their certification. 
Conservation trees play an 
important role in Nebraska 
agriculture. Not only do they 
increase row-crop productivity, 
they reduce soil erosion, filter 
agricultural runoff and provide 
wildlife habitat. 
Dennis Adams
Rural Forestry Program Leader
Photo: USDA NRCS
We have very well-qualified landowners in 
Nebraska who are doing an excellent job being good 
stewards. The Nebraska Tree Farm system provides 
us a mechanism for recognizing them. 
Doak Nickerson
District Forester
Horning Farm State Demonstration Forest, a 240-acre prop-
erty near Plattsmouth managed by the University of Nebras-
ka and NFS, is being transformed into a regional woodland 
owner education center.  
Used by NFS and the U.S. Forest Service since the 1950’s 
for a variety of tree species trials and field experiments, the 
property today is a complex and beautiful mosaic of fields, 
native forests and mature tree plantations.
In its new role, Horning Farm will serve forest landowners, 
acreage owners and agricultural producers in a four-state area 
by demonstrating management practices for a range of objec-
tives, including high-value timber and specialty forest product 
production, oak regeneration, game and non-game wildlife 
habitat management and animal damage management. Por-
tions of the property will be converted to oak savanna, as well 
as a commercially viable nut and woody floral agroforestry 
production system.  
Building on the existing and broad species diversity, NFS, in 
partnership with the UNL Department of Agronomy and Hor-
ticulture and the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, will further 
expand the breadth, size and diversity of the property. The site 
has also become the regional center in the central U.S. for test-
ing new cultivars of highly productive, disease-resistant hybrid 
hazelnuts, an emerging perennial nut crop that produces hu-
man and animal food, oils and biodiesel. 
Future plans include the construction of a building—in part 
with wood derived from the property—itself serving as a dem-
onstration of the value, beauty and utility of products derived 
from Nebraska’s forests. This facility will be used year-round 
for educational programming to enhance the capacity of land-
owners across the region to better manage their forests. 
COMING SOON:  A REGIONAL wOOdLANd OwNER EdUCATION CENTER
The Tree Farm System focuses on promoting sound forest 
stewardship and growing certified wood products. To become 
a certified Tree Farm, landowners must develop and implement 
a management plan, based on Nebraska’s best management 
practices and rigorous national standards. Once landowners 
become certified, they are periodically reinspected to verify 
compliance as a certified Tree Farm in the United States.
NFS has invested in an aggressive program to control Japanese honey-
suckle, an invasive shrub that has disrupted the ecological stability in 
forests across this property and around the region. 
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Emerald ash borer continues its spread across the United 
States, wreaking havoc on community and rural forests and 
proving containment and eradication efforts unsuccessful. 
In addition to expanding its presence in states where it has 
already been confirmed, emerald ash borer (EAB) has now 
been found in Wisconsin and Missouri. The occurrence in 
Missouri is the first west of the Mississippi River, putting 
EAB at the doorstep of the northern Plains and bringing new 
urgency to the work of the Great Plains Tree and Forest 
Invasives Initiative (GPI). 
EAB is a highly invasive exotic insect that attacks and kills all 
native ash species. It is spread primarily through the trans-
port of infested nursery stock and firewood. Since its dis-
covery near Detroit in 2002, EAB has spread throughout 
Michigan and into Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Missouri, Wisconsin, Virginia and Ontario and 
Quebec, Canada. In these areas, EAB has killed more than 50 
million ash trees. 
Funded by federal and matching state dollars, GPI has given 
state forestry agencies in Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota 
and South Dakota the opportunity to work together to pre-
pare for the arrival of EAB, and other invasive species, in the 
northern Plains. 
In 2008, states made strides in assessing the region’s tree 
resources, developing educational materials and coordinating 
a citizen-based monitoring program. 
INVENTORy EFFORTS: 
In 2008, the four states initiated a massive inventory project 
to identify and quantify at-risk tree resources previously not 
measured or inventoried. 
We simply do not know the number, species or condition of 
trees in rural agroforestry and conservation plantings or in 
urban areas, as they 
have not been invento-
ried using a consistent 
method.  To develop a 
methodology for accu-
rately capturing the 
region’s tree and forest 
resources, GPI con-
tracted with the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS) 
National Inventory, 
Monitoring and 
Assessment Center in 
Newtown Square, 
Pennsylvania. 
Working with the center’s survey experts, GPI developed a 
replicable, statistically valid methodology, including software 
and protocols, for surveying trees and forest resources that 
have not been captured by the USFS’s traditional forestland 
inventories. 
Across the region, 1,200 1/6-acre plots were selected for 
inventory. Each state surveyed 100 rural and 200 urban plots. 
Information about tree species, diameter, height, condition 
and distance from buildings was recorded. For rural plots, the 
function of trees was also recorded. Statisticians at the 
National Inventory Monitoring and Assessment Center are 
analyzing these data. 
The clear, accurate picture of forest resources across the 
northern Plains provided by this inventory will allow forestry 
and natural resource professionals to identify areas most at 
risk to invasive species and make informed management deci-
sions. Understanding the region’s forest resources will also 
allow federal, state and local government officials to  develop 
public policies that effectively manage the impact of invasive 
species.   
EdUCATION & OUTREACh: 
To promote awareness of EAB among natural resource profes-
sionals, states assembled an EAB Awareness Packet that 
included an assortment of print and electronic materials devel-
GREAT PLAINS TREE ANd FOREST INVASIVES INITIATIVE CONTINUES PREPARING NEBRASKA ANd ThE NORThERN PLAINS FOR INVASIVE INSECTS
oped by EAB experts with USDA Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (USDA APHIS), USFS and Michigan State 
University. The packet also included an information sheet 
about GPI designed to raise awareness about not only the 
threat of EAB, but also about what is being done within the 
northern Plains to prepare for this pest. 
More than 300 packets were distributed to natural resource 
professionals and extension personnel across Nebraska. An 
additional 1,200 packets were distributed in Kansas, North 
Dakota and South Dakota. 
During 2008, NFS staff involved with GPI gave presentations 
and distributed materials about EAB and other invasives at 
conferences and workshops across the state. Public aware-
ness was also raised via news releases, which were distrib-
uted to media outlets across the state, as well as through 
newsletters and news columns.
Forestry officials from each state are deeply involved in devel-
oping state-level readiness and response plans for EAB. In 
Nebraska, NFS personnel are working as part of the Nebraska 
Emerald Ash Borer Working Group, along with individuals 
from a variety of local, state and federal agencies. 
When completed, Nebraska’s plan will help state and federal 
agencies work closely with communities across the state to 
minimize the impacts of EAB infestations. 
MONITORING & dETECTION:
An innovative EAB Detection Kit was developed to help with 
citizen monitoring for EAB. These kits provide information 
about adult and larval EAB and include a small vial for return-
ing suspected specimens in postage-paid envelopes for veri-
fication. More than 2,000 of these kits have been distributed 
across the region. 
NFS also conducted visual surveys of campgrounds across 
the state, but found no evidence of EAB.    
FUTURE PREPARATIONS:
In 2009, states will expand on the work initiated in 2008 and 
begin exploring woody biomass marketing and utilization 
opportunities for the vast quantities of waste wood expected to 
be generated by EAB within each state and across the region.
“The survey results will provide a 
clearer picture of species composi-
tion and distribution within Ne-
braska and throughout the northern 
Plains states, helping identify 
areas most at risk to different 
invasive species. This will allow 
forestry professionals to target 
efforts toward areas most at risk 
wheninvasive species arrive.”
Steve Rasmussen
District Forester & GPI Coordinator
A hANdS-ON OPPORTUNITy
Since its discovery in Michigan in 2002, state and federal for-
estry experts have worked to develop effective methods for 
detecting, controlling and eradicating EAB. The Cooperative 
Emerald Ash Borer Project, a USDA APHIS-funded program in 
Brighton, Michigan, hosts biannual Emerald Ash Borer Clinics 
to educate forestry and natural resource professionals from 
across the country about EAB. 
In September, 17 members of the Great Plains Initiative trav-
eled to Michigan where they joined natural resource profes-
sionals from across the country. While at the clinic, partici-
pants gained hands-on experience in monitoring, trapping and 
detection techniques and visited with Michigan State Univer-
sity and USDA APHIS EAB experts about the latest develop-
ments in EAB research.   
Future outreach activities will maintain the project’s focus on 
educating the public and natural resources professionals 
about the danger of transporting firewood. Because early 
identification of EAB is critical, educational efforts will also 
focus on identifying ash trees and both adult and larval 
stages of EAB. In May, NFS will partner with the Nebraska 
Department of Agriculture to promote EAB Awareness Week 
activities that focus on engaging the public in EAB aware-
ness and identification efforts. 
States will also create a template for communities to use 
when developing their own preparedness plans. The tem-
plate will outline actions communities can take to prepare 
for the arrival of invasives and steps to take to mitigate dam-
age caused by invasives. 
To expand monitoring and detection efforts, NFS will partner 
with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture to expand 
monitoring and detection activities in key areas across the 
state, such as campgrounds and Interstate-80 rest stops.      
Photo: USDA APHIS Cooperative Emerald Ash Borer Project
The data collected as part of GPI’s resource inven-
tory will provide a clear picture of tree and forest 
resources within each state and across the northern 
Plains, allowing natural resource professionals to 
make informed management decisions. 
EAB attacks and kills all native species 
of ash, including white, green, black 
and autumn purple ash.
Photo: Eric R. Day, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, bugwood.org
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Trees have long been an important component of Nebraska 
agriculture. Windbreaks increase crop yields, reduce soil ero-
sion and protect livestock from weather extremes. Riparian 
buffers filter agricultural runoff and sediment, protecting pre-
cious water supplies. 
In spite of their critical role however, conservation tree plant-
ing in Nebraska has declined significantly since the 1980s. 
Almost three decades ago, The Nebraska Conservation Tree 
Program sold 3 to 3 1/2 million trees annually for conserva-
tion purposes, such as farmstead windbreaks, wildlife habitat, 
water quality protection and soil erosion control. From 2005-
2008, that number dropped to approximately 1 million trees 
sold annually for these same purposes. 
Peoples’ attitudes toward trees are shifting. Changes in crop 
prices and land values have led to an increased emphasis on 
using available land for row crops.  Prolonged drought—lead-
ing to concerns about trees competing with crops for water— 
has caused many landowners to question the value provided 
by conservation plantings. The reasons for the decline are nu-
merous. 
But so are the reasons to plant.  
For example, producers who incorporate conservation plant-
ings into traditional 
row-crop systems ben-
efit almost immediately 
from increased yields 
and reduced soil ero-
sion. 
Recently, representa-
tives from NFS, Nebras-
ka Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, 
U.S. Forest Service 
and the Nebraska As-
sociation of Resources 
Districts, collectively 
known as the Conser-
vation Trees Working 
Group (CTWG) joined 
forces to reverse this 
trend and promote 
conservation tree plant-
ings.
In 2008, CTWG de-
veloped Conservation 
Trees for Nebraska, an 
initiative with the goal 
of planting 1.7 million 
REVERSING ThE dECLINE OF CONSERVATION TREE PLANTINGS
conservation trees annually, starting in 2009. The initiative’s 
goal is roughly equivalent to planting one conservation tree 
every year for each person in the state. To many this may 
seem a lofty goal, but members of the group think it is at-
tainable, given the resources that are available to interested 
landowners.
A number of cost-share programs are available to interested 
landowners. Each program has its own goals, ranging from 
creating and preserving wildlife habitat to improving and 
protecting water quality to reducing soil erosion. The pro-
grams are available through a variety of federal, state, local 
and private organizations. 
To meet the goal, the group is developing a comprehensive 
media and public education program to inform the public 
about the important role conservation trees play in Nebras-
ka’s agricultural industry. Part of the group’s outreach ac-
tivities will include making people aware of the cost-share 
opportunities available and encouraging landowners to take 
advantage of the benefits programs have to offer. 
All agencies involved with the program will also enhance the 
technical assistance they provide to landowners. 
PROMOTING STEwARdShIP: 
NEBRASKA TREE FARM SySTEM
In 1959, Wes Huenfeld’s farm near Aurora became Nebras-
ka’s first Tree Farm, marking the beginning of a legacy that 
is gaining new life. 
At its peak, Nebraska’s Tree Farm System boasted more than 
200 members. However, program changes set by the Ameri-
can Tree Farm System’s national office and tightening state 
budgets drove the program to hibernation. 
When the program was suspended, current members got 
certified letters explaining the situation. Many called to ex-
press their disappointment and say they wanted to join again 
if the program was ever revived.  
That time has come.
In 2008, NFS began taking steps to restore the program to 
its previous level of prosperity. Doak Nickerson, NFS district 
forester, renewed his certification as an inspector and facili-
tator. In turn, Nickerson certified 13 NFS staff members as 
inspectors. 
In 2009, NFS will begin soliciting Nebraska forest landown-
ers to become certified Tree Farms and contacting former 
participants about renewing their certification. 
Conservation trees play an 
important role in Nebraska 
agriculture. Not only do they 
increase row-crop productivity, 
they reduce soil erosion, filter 
agricultural runoff and provide 
wildlife habitat. 
Dennis Adams
Rural Forestry Program Leader
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We have very well-qualified landowners in 
Nebraska who are doing an excellent job being good 
stewards. The Nebraska Tree Farm system provides 
us a mechanism for recognizing them. 
Doak Nickerson
District Forester
Horning Farm State Demonstration Forest, a 240-acre prop-
erty near Plattsmouth managed by the University of Nebras-
ka and NFS, is being transformed into a regional woodland 
owner education center.  
Used by NFS and the U.S. Forest Service since the 1950’s 
for a variety of tree species trials and field experiments, the 
property today is a complex and beautiful mosaic of fields, 
native forests and mature tree plantations.
In its new role, Horning Farm will serve forest landowners, 
acreage owners and agricultural producers in a four-state area 
by demonstrating management practices for a range of objec-
tives, including high-value timber and specialty forest product 
production, oak regeneration, game and non-game wildlife 
habitat management and animal damage management. Por-
tions of the property will be converted to oak savanna, as well 
as a commercially viable nut and woody floral agroforestry 
production system.  
Building on the existing and broad species diversity, NFS, in 
partnership with the UNL Department of Agronomy and Hor-
ticulture and the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, will further 
expand the breadth, size and diversity of the property. The site 
has also become the regional center in the central U.S. for test-
ing new cultivars of highly productive, disease-resistant hybrid 
hazelnuts, an emerging perennial nut crop that produces hu-
man and animal food, oils and biodiesel. 
Future plans include the construction of a building—in part 
with wood derived from the property—itself serving as a dem-
onstration of the value, beauty and utility of products derived 
from Nebraska’s forests. This facility will be used year-round 
for educational programming to enhance the capacity of land-
owners across the region to better manage their forests. 
COMING SOON:  A REGIONAL wOOdLANd OwNER EdUCATION CENTER
The Tree Farm System focuses on promoting sound forest 
stewardship and growing certified wood products. To become 
a certified Tree Farm, landowners must develop and implement 
a management plan, based on Nebraska’s best management 
practices and rigorous national standards. Once landowners 
become certified, they are periodically reinspected to verify 
compliance as a certified Tree Farm in the United States.
NFS has invested in an aggressive program to control Japanese honey-
suckle, an invasive shrub that has disrupted the ecological stability in 
forests across this property and around the region. 
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Steve Chick, Nebraska Natural Resources Conservation 
Service state conservationist, was honored with the 2008 
State Forester’s Award.
Chick joined the Nebraska 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) as deputy state 
conservationist in 1992 
and became state conser-
vationist in 1995. During 
his time with Nebraska 
NRCS he has substantially 
increased his agency’s sup-
port for forestry. 
Chick was also instrumen-
tal in engineering the inno-
vative cooperative agreement between the Nebraska Forest 
Service and NRCS that co-funds four technical service pro-
vider (TSP) forester positions at strategic NRCS field offices 
across the state. This partnership has greatly enhanced each 
agency’s ability to provide rural forestry technical assistance 
to landowners statewide.  
NRCS STATE CONSERVATIONIST RECEIVES STATE FORESTER’S AwARd
“Steve’s leadership has 
made a lasting difference on 
the health and productibility 
of our forests across the 
state. His efforts have led to 
nearly a doubling of forestry 
services to rural landowners 
technical assistance with 
windbreaks, streamside buf-
fers, wildlife and other con-
servation plantings.”
Dr. Scott Josiah
State Forester & Director
wOOdy BIOMASS ENERGy—NEBRASKA’S UNTAPPEd RESOURCE
Energy security is a vital issue in the United States. 
Heavy dependence on fossil fuels obtained from politically 
volatile areas, an emerging consensus that carbon emissions 
must be substantially reduced and dramatically increasing 
costs of fuel oil and natural gas are driving the urgent need for 
alternative energy sources. Rising energy costs are negatively 
impacting Nebraska’s rural communities, many of which were 
already facing serious economic declines. 
The solution—in part—lies close to home. 
Woody biomass is a proven, reliable energy source for both 
heating and cooling, as well as industrial applications, electric-
ity generation and ethanol production. As an industry, woody 
biomass creates jobs and new sources of income in depressed 
rural areas. 
With funding from a $37,000 U.S. Forest Service grant, NFS 
conducted a study to determine the amount of wood available 
to woody biomass consumers, identify potential woody bio-
mass consumers and geospatially map Nebraska’s available 
NEBRASKA’S AVAILABLE wOOdy BIOMASS RESOURCES:
•	 Nebraska	has	1.3	million	acres	of	timberland	containing	more	than	41	million	oven-dry	tons	of	standing	woody	biomass.		Of	
this biomass, 87% is on private land.
•	 Nebraska’s	timberland	produces	at	least	1	million	net	tons	of	wood	per	year,	every	year.
•	 Each	year	a	total	of	270,000	tons	of	wood	are	generated	from	urban	wood	waste	and	wood	processing	operations.
•	 In	the	Pine	Ridge	and	Niobrara	Valley	alone,	rapidly	growing	forest	fuels	treatment	programs	produce	110,000	tons	of	waste	
wood each year. 
•	 At	least	five	institutions	across	the	state	are	currently	seeking	funds	for	conversion	to	woody	biomass,	potentially	saving	$1.6	
million in annual energy costs and reducing carbon emissions by 600,000 tons over the 30-year lifespan of the boilers. 
wood resource. Results show Nebraska has an assured sup-
ply of waste wood and annual growth to support strategically 
located woody biomass-based enterprises.
Nebraska-grown wood is a plentiful, economic energy source 
that can stimulate and revitalize our rural economies, while re-
ducing carbon emissions and dependence on fossil fuels. Less 
than 10% of Nebraska’s existing woody biomass resource is 
utilized.  
Traditionally, woody biomass is used to power heating and 
cooling systems. Chadron State College currently uses 9,000 
tons of woody biomass each year to heat and cool more than 
1 million square feet of building space. Other users of woody 
biomass in Nebraska include the Arbor Day Foundation’s Lied 
Lodge (3,200 tons/year) and a number of alfalfa dehydration 
and wood product processing plants. Woody biomass can 
also be used to co-fire coal-burning power plants, reducing air 
pollution and offsetting carbon emissions. For industrial ap-
plications, woody biomass can replace natural gas, increasing 
profitability and reducing net carbon emissions. 
Above: State Forester Scott Josiah (left) presents Nebraska NRCS State 
Conservationist Steve Chick (right) the 2008 State Forester’s Award. 
hONORS FROM ThE NEBRASKA 
ARBORISTS ASSOCIATION 
Rachel Allison, NFS southeast district forester, was honored 
with the Nebraska Arborists Association 2008 Educator of 
the Year award during the association’s winter conference. 
Allison has been active with the Nebraska Arborists Asso-
ciation (NAA) for more than 10 years. During this time she 
has worked closely with arborists and nursery professionals 
in western Nebraska, promoting the importance of certifica-
tion for green industry professionals and teaching at multiple 
NAA seminars and workshops. 
Five forest health brochures, developed by Dr. Mark Harrell, 
NFS forest health program leader, and Laurie Stepanek, NFS 
forest health assistant, also received recognition at NAA’s 
winter conference.
The brochures, which provide information about abiotic prob-
lems of trees, insect pests of broadleaf trees, insect pests of 
conifers, disease pests of broadleaf trees and disease pests 
of conifers, were given NAA’s Presidential Citation and have 
been distributed at more than 60 local, state and federal of-
fices throughout Nebraska. The brochures have also been 
distributed in six other states and British Columbia. 
TwO ChIEFS AwARd hONORS 
GREAT PLAINS INITIATIVE
The Great Plains Tree and Forest Invasives Initiative was 
honored with the 2008 Two Chiefs Award.
The award, given annually by the chiefs of the U.S. For-
est Service (USFS) and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), recognizes forestry partnerships that ac-
complish landscape-level impacts. The Great Plains Ini-
tiative (GPI) was selected for its innovative approaches 
toward inter-state and inter-agency partnerships. 
GPI is a collaborative effort of state forestry agencies in 
Nebraska, Kansas, North Dakota and South Dakota. Under 
the coordination of NFS District Forester Steve Rasmus-
sen, GPI has forged partnerships with state and federal 
resource agencies, developed a replicable survey meth-
odology for tree and forest resources and created regional 
educational materials in preparation for the arrival of inva-
sive species in the northern Plains. The group also devel-
oped an inventive citizen-based monitoring and detecting 
kit that has been distributed throughout Nebraska, Kan-
sas, North Dakota and South Dakota. 
GPI was developed in 2007 and is funded by a USFS grant 
and matching state dollars.  
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GRANTS ANd COST-ShARE AwARdEd TO NFS PARTNERS IN 2008
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Adams Hastings Hastings Rural Fire District 1,200
Adams Juniata Juniata Fire Department 4,700
Adams Roseland Roseland Rural Fire District 41,000
Adams Total 4,700 42,200
Antelope Clearwater Clearwater Rural Fire District 85,000
Antelope Neligh Neligh Public Library 4,000
Antelope Neligh Neligh Fire Department 4,350
Antelope Total 8,350 85,000
Banner Harrisburg Banner Rural Fire District 60,000
Banner Total 0 60,000
Blaine Brewster Brewster Rural Fire District 4,950 100,000
Blaine Dunning Dunning Rural Fire District 302,000
Blaine Purdum Purdum Rural Fire District 100,000
Blaine Total 4,950 502,000
Boone Cedar Rapids Cedar Rapids Rural Fire District 60,000
Boone Primrose Primrose Rural Fire District 4,000 186,000
Boone Saint Edward Saint Edward Rural Fire District 41,000
Boone Total 4,000 287,000
Box Butte Alliance Alliance Rural Fire District 223,000
Box Butte Total 0 223,000
Boyd Spencer Spencer Rural Fire District  100,000
Boyd Total 0 100,000
Brown Ainsworth Ainsworth Fire Department 4,400  
Brown Ainsworth Brown County Rural Fire District 60,000
Brown Long Pine Brown County Rural Fire District 101,000
Brown Long Pine Long Pine Fire Department 1,300
Brown Forest Landowners** 8,836
Brown Total 14,536 161,000
Buffalo Amherst Amherst Rural Fire District 41,000
Buffalo Pleasanton Pleasanton Rural Fire District 60,000
Buffalo Pleasanton Welcome Sign and Rosalia Park 15,000
Buffalo Total 15,000 101,000
Butler Abie Abie Rural Fire District 1,200 60,000
Butler Bellwood Bellwood Rural Fire District 100,000
Butler Bruno Bruno Rural Fire District 3,400 41,000
Butler David City David City Rural Fire District 1,000
Butler David City Butler County Mutual Aid 500
Butler Dwight Dwight Fire Department 3,575 121,000
Butler Linwood Linwood Fire Department 1,750
Butler Rising City Rising City Rural Fire District 60,000
Butler Total 11,425 382,000
Cass Alvo Eagle/Alvo Rural Fire District 41,000
Cass Greenwood Greenwood Rural Fire District 41,000
Cass Murdock Murdock Rural Fire District 206,000
Cass Nehawka Nehawka Rural Fire District 41,000
Cass Union Union  Rural Fire District 101,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
From small communities to major metropolitan areas such as 
Lincoln and Omaha, volunteer enthusiasts have made lasting, 
measurable impacts on Nebraska’s landscape.  
The Community Enhancement Program (CEP), a collaborative 
program of NFS, Nebraska Department of Transportation and 
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, improves the state’s trans-
portation corridors by making federal transportation funds 
available to assist communities and other public entities in 
Nebraska with implementing volunteer-coordinated landscape 
projects on public property. 
Typical CEP-funded projects include trail and street-tree plant-
ings, highway corridor improvements and landscape enhance-
ments to community signs and entry ways. Since 1994 this 
program has provided more than $4.4 million to fund 572 
projects in 215 Nebraska communities.
CEP GRANTS SIGNIFICANTLy IMPACT NEBRASKA LANdSCAPE
NFS FEdERAL ExCESS PERSONAL 
PROPERTy PROGRAM
Through the Federal Excess Personal 
Property Program (FEPP), the Nebraska 
Forest Service, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Forest Service, acquires certain 
types of equipment that are no longer 
needed by the federal government. This 
equipment is reconditioned and loaned 
to cooperating rural fire districts, in-
creasing their capacity to protect lives 
and property. 
NFS has participated in the FEPP Program 
since the early 1960s. Currently, almost 
300 pieces of FEPP equipment—with a 
replecement value of  $17,728,700—are 
in use by more than 160 rural fire dis-
tricts across Nebraska.   
In 1999, Grand Island received a CEP grant to landscape three parking lot islands in its downtown. The grant funded $14,000 of the project’s $20,700 total 
cost. More than 100 trees and shrubs were planted among the three islands. The ongoing management and care of these plantings have contributed to 
the project’s success and provided the community with lasting environmental and economic impacts.  
Before—1999 After—2008
The program has been enormously successful. With the 
planting of large-maturing trees, such as oaks and elm 
hybrids, and the landscape accents of shrubs, perennials 
and native grasses, CEP projects have made long-term 
impacts in hundreds of Nebraska communities.
To ensure the ongoing success of projects, NFS completed 
a survey of established CEP projects across the state in 
2008. Sixty project sites were randomly selected and evalu-
ated based on tree, shrub and perennial condition, mainte-
nance needs and overall community impact. Photo points of 
each project were established and digitally recorded to 
develop a geospatial map of CEP projects across the state. 
Observations about management needs and recommenda-
tions were also recorded for follow-up with project site 
coordinators. 
4x4 diesel pickup with 200 gallon tank. 
2.5 Ton 6x6 with 750 gallon tank and high/
low pressure pump
4x4 diesel pickup with 225 gallon skid unit. 
Roseland
harrisburg
Bruno
2008 was no stranger to extreme weather. Tornadoes, violent 
thunderstorms, straight-line winds and flooding took their toll 
on Nebraska. More than 64 counties across Nebraska received 
disaster declarations.
A late May storm brought straight-line winds in excess of 80 
miles per hour into Lincoln, causing more than $200,000 in 
damage. The same month, Kearney and the surrounding areas 
were severely damaged by a series of tornados and strong 
thunderstorms. In late June, a powerful thunderstorm rolled 
through Omaha, causing more than $1.5 million in damage. 
Uprooted mature trees, split stems, and growing piles of 
branches and debris were an all-too-common sight in many 
Nebraska communities.    
These storms eroded already declining tree resources. Ne-
braska is no doubt a state of extreme weather, and it will take 
concerted planning 
and management 
to restore and 
maintain our forest 
resources for fu-
ture generations.
In 2008, NFS staff 
worked with local 
tree boards, com-
munities, ReTree ambassadors and green industry profes-
sionals to assess tree damage and develop management 
activities for restoring community forest canopy. Regional 
training and assistance were provided to support recovery 
efforts across the state. Grant assistance was targeted to 
fund and support local replanting efforts.
STORMS TAKE A TOLL ON COMMUNITy FORESTS
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NEBRASKA CONTINUES STRONG TREE CITy USA TRAdITION
COMMUNITy yEARS
Allen 15
Alliance 16
Arapahoe 20
Ashland 8
Atkinson 8
Auburn* 32
Bancroft 3
Bassett 9
Battle Creek 18
Bayard 15
Beatrice 21
Beaver City 19
Beaver Crossing 18
Benkelman 12
Bennington 19
Blair 25
Boys Town 22
Brady 16
Broken Bow 31
Brule 8
Cambridge 12
Central City 11
Chadron 18
Chappell 17
Columbus 21
Cook 22
Cozad 15
Creighton 17
Crete 17
Crofton 16
Curtis 20
David City 23
Dodge 5
Doniphan 13
Fairbury 21
COMMUNITy yEARS
Falls City 16
Farnam 1
Fremont 30
Friend 25
Fullerton 7
Gering 19
Gothenburg 20
Grand Island 22
Gretna* 21
Hartington 17
Hastings 18
Hickman 16
Holdrege 15
Humboldt 23
Imperial 23
Julian 1
Kearney 22
Kimball 17
La Vista 17
Laurel 5
Lexington 11
Lincoln* 31
McCook 23
Minden 18
Mitchell 5
Morrill 9
Nebraska City* 31
Neligh 21
Nelson 13
Nemaha 5
North Platte 25
Odell 14
Offutt Air Force Base* 21
Ogallala 24
Omaha 30
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Cass Forest Landowners** 240
Cass Total 240 430,000
Cedar Hartington Hartington Fire Department 5,000
Cedar Wynot Wynot Fire Department 3,200
Cedar Total 8,200 0
Chase Wauneta Wauneta Rural Fire District 100,000
Chase Total 0 100,000
Cherry Cody Barley Rural Fire District 120,000
Cherry Cody Cody Rural Fire District 513,000
Cherry Kilgore Kilgore Rural Fire District 241,000
Cherry Merriman Merriman Rural Fire District 283,000
Cherry Nenzel Mid-Cherry Rural Fire District 360,000
Cherry Valentine Valentine Rural Fire District 250,000
Cherry Forest Landowners** 78,568
Cherry Total 78,568 1,767,000
Cheyenne Potter Potter Rural Fire District 4,663 75,000
Cheyenne Total 4,663 75,000
Clay Clay Center Clay Center Rural Fire District 157,000
Clay Edgar Edgar Rural Fire District 41,000
Clay Total 0 198,000
Colfax Howells Howells Fire Department 3,998
Colfax Leigh Leigh Rural Fire District 100,000
Colfax Schuyler Schuyler Fire Department 2,300
Colfax Total 6,298 100,000
Cuming Bancroft Bancroft Fire Department 500
Cuming Beemer Beemer Fire Department 543
Cuming West Point West Point Fire Department 800
Cuming Total 1,843 0
Custer Anselmo Anselmo Rural Fire District 459,500
Custer Sargent Sargent Fire Department 5,000
Custer Total 5,000 459,500
Dakota Emerson Emerson Fire Department 249
Dakota Homer Homer Fire Department 3,100
Dakota South Sioux City Riverview Drive Enhancement Project 15,792
dakota Total 19,141 0
Dawes Chadron Chadron Middle School Project 4,285
Dawes Crawford Crawford Fire Department 4,600
Dawes Forest Landowners** 262,561
dawes Total 271,446 0
Dawson Eddyville Eddyville Rural Fire District 82,000
Dawson Cozad Cozad ROW 8,000
Dawson Lexington Dawson County Fairgrounds Enhancement 5,000
Dawson Overton Overton Rural Fire District 3,665 41,000
dawson Total 16,665 123,000
Dixon Dixon Dixon Rural Fire Distsrict 60,000
Dixon Ponca Ponca Rural Fire District 2,700 325,000
Dixon Wakefield NE Nebraska Fire Prevention Coop. 250
Dixon Wakefield Wakefield Fire Department 314
dixon Total 3,264 385,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
Across Nebraska, towns and cit-
ies of all sizes are demonstrat-
ing their commitment to com-
munity betterment by achieving 
Tree City USA certification. 
Trees make communities more 
livable by increasing property 
values, reducing crime rates and 
increasing the lifespan of roads 
and stormwater systems. Trees 
also improve communities by 
reducing energy consumption, 
increasing consumer spending 
in business districts and reduc-
ing the incidence of obesity and 
asthma in children. 
Tree City USA recognizes com-
munities that have organized 
community forestry programs 
supported by a tree board or 
department, municipal tree ordi-
nances, an annual budget of $2 
per capita and an annual Arbor 
Day ceremony and proclama-
tion. 
Tree City USA is a national pro-
gram sponsored by the Arbor 
Day Foundation and adminis-
tered in Nebraska by NFS. 
Across the U.S. there are 3,310 
communities with the Tree City 
USA designation.
In 2008, more than 500 volun-
teer tree board members pro-
vided direction to 115 commu-
nities in the operation of local 
community forestry programs.
Collectively Nebraska’s Tree City 
USA communities represent 
80% of the state’s population 
and invested more than $5 mil-
lion in the care and maintenance 
of their community forest 
resources by planting 5,100 
trees, pruning 23,400 public 
trees and removing 1,000 dead 
or dying trees.
COMMUNITy yEARS
O’Neill 23
Ord 11
Palisade 14
Papillion 19
Paxton 13
Pender 14
Pierce 16
Pilger 8
Plainview 17
Potter 15
Red Cloud 13
Rushville 13
Schuyler 20
Scottsbluff 20
Scribner 2
Seward 26
Sidney 22
South Sioux City 16
Stella 15
Stromsburg 27
Sutton 19
Tekamah 21
Trenton 23
Valley* 14
Waco 15
Wakefield 18
Wallace 8
Wauneta 16
Wausa 12
Waverly 8
Wayne 17
Wisner 13
York 18
Yutan 6
*Tree City USA and Growth Awards
1996 Ponca Public School CEP grant.
Ponca
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RETREE NEBRASKA—ONE TOwN, ONE TREE, ONE ShOVEL AT A TIME
PROMOTING GOOd TREES FOR ThE GOOd LIFE
Species diversity is an important measure of a community forest’s overall health and 
sustainability. The devastation caused by pine wilt and Dutch elm disease, as well as the 
approach of emerald ash borer, all reinforce the importance of species diversity. 
To promote species diversity across the state, ReTree Nebraska partnered with the Ne-
braska Nursery and Landscape Association to create Good Trees for the Good Life, a list 
of trees that grow well in Nebraska but are often under planted. From this list, ReTree 
Nebraska chose its Eight for 2008, a group of best-in-show species that are promoted in 
ReTree-participating nurseries across the state with specially designed nursery tags. 
RETREE NEBRASKA’S EIGHT FOR 2008:
concolor fir
Shantung maple
Kentucky coffeetree
northern catalpa
baldcypress
bur oak
chinkapin oak
elm hybrids
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Dodge Dodge Dodge County Fire Department 1,000
Dodge Fremont Fremont Rural Fire District 2,500 141,000
Dodge Fremont Ilgenfritz Parking Lot Improvement 5,000
Dodge Hooper Hooper Fire Department 4,600
Dodge North Bend North Bend Fire Department 423
Dodge Snyder Snyder Fire Department 500
Dodge Uehling Uehling Fire Department 1,160
Dodge Winslow Winslow Rural Fire District 4,000 60,000
dodge Total 19,183 201,000
Douglas Omaha Alice Buffet Middle School Community 
Walking Trail 12,000
Douglas Omaha Douglas County Health Center Landscape 
Improvement 8,300
Douglas Omaha Meadow Drive Entrance Enhancement 2,400
Douglas Omaha Sacred Heart Landscape and ROW 
Improvement 14,200
Douglas Omaha Willow Wood Circle Refurbishment Project 10,000
Douglas Valley Reichmuth Road Enhancement 15,000
Douglas Waterloo Waterloo Fire Department 230
douglas Total 62,130 0
Dundy Benkelman Benkelman Rural Fire District 120,000
Dundy Haigler Haigler Fire Department 3,000
dundy Total 3,000 120,000
Franklin Campbell Campbell Rural Fire District 60,000
Franklin Franklin Franklin Fire Department 1,996
Franklin Naponee Naponee Rural Fire District 41,000
Franklin Riverton Riverton Rural Fire District 60,000
Franklin Total 1,996 161,000
Frontier Eustis Eustis Rural Fire District 60,000
Frontier Total 0 60,000
Furnas Cambridge Cambridge Fire Department 3,000
Furnas Holbrook Holbrook-Edison-Arapahoe Rural Fire District 2,300
Furnas Oxford Oxford Fire Department 1,700
Furnas Wilsonville Wilsonville-Hendley Rural Fire District 101,000
Furnas Total 7,000 101,000
Gage Adams Adams Rural Fire District 1,900 41,000
Gage Adams Daniel Freeman School Native Garden 5,120
Gage Barneston Barneston Rural Fire District 108,000
Gage Blue Springs Blue Springs Rural Fire District 1,450 82,000
Gage Clatonia Clatonia Rural Fire District 1,825 30,000
Gage Odell Odell Rural Fire District 15,000
Gage Pickrell Pickrell Fire Department 4,000
Gage Wymore Wymore Rural Fire District 2,000 15,000
Gage Total 16,295 291,000
Garden Lewellen Blue Creek Rural Fire District 101,000
Garden Oshkosh Garden County Rural Fire District 60,000
Garden Total 0 161,000
Garfield Burwell Burwell Fire Department 4,400 41,000
Garfield Total 4,400 41,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
Nebraska has lost nearly half its community forest resource 
in the last three decades. To reverse this decline, ReTree Ne-
braska was created with the notion that everyone can play a 
role in preserving Nebraska’s “Good Life.”
While the primary goal of ReTree Nebraska is to properly 
plant and maintain 1 million community trees by 2017, raising 
awareness of the substantial value trees and forests provide is 
an integral part of ReTree Nebraska’s efforts. 
Trees are an important part of community infrastructure. They 
filter stormwater runoff, reduce energy costs and increase 
property values. Trees also provide many important social 
and psychological benefits, such as reduced crime rates, in-
creased spending in business districts, increased concentra-
tion among children with attention deficit hyperactivity dis-
order and improved self-esteem in pre-teen girls. Trees even 
make communities healthier. Studies show that community 
tree canopy reduces the incidence of asthma, obesity and 
diabetes—all emerging childhood epidemics.
In 2008, more than 200 energetic volunteer ambassadors in 
81 Nebraska communities worked tirelessly to raise public 
awareness of the economic, environmental, social, psycho-
logical and physical value of trees. Ambassadors sponsored 
ReTree Nebraska booths at multiple events across the state 
and worked closely with local leaders to help communities 
of all sizes develop and implement sustainable tree manage-
ment programs. 
As the home of Arbor Day, Nebraskans are familiar with 
spring tree planting. However, because fall’s milder tempera-
tures also provide ideal planting conditions, ReTree Nebras-
ka Week was developed to promote fall tree planting across 
the state. ReTree Nebraska ambassadors organized events, 
ranging from tree plantings to educational opportunities, and 
promoted both tree planting and ReTree Nebraska Week via 
local newspapers and radio stations.  
ReTree Nebraska is a cooperative effort of NFS, Nebraska 
Statewide Arboretum, University of Nebraska Rural Initiative, 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln Department of Agronomy & 
Horticulture and Nebraska Community Forestry Council. 
Left: Volunteers planted a Kentucky coffeetree, one of ReTree Nebraska’s 
Eight for 2008, in Lincoln’s Bethany Park in celebration of ReTree Nebras-
ka Week, held September 21-28, 2008.
1997 Antler Park CEP grant.
Elkhorn
1996 City of Burwell CEP grant.
Burwell
1999 Beatrice Playground Park CEP grant.
Beatrice
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Nebraska’s Pine Ridge has a history of large interagency 
wildland fires. Because state and federal agencies in Nebraska 
have little fire suppression capacity, initial response in this 
fire-prone ecosystem rests on the shoulders of volunteer 
firefighters.
In March, NFS partnered with state and federal agencies to 
present the first-annual Nebraska Wildland Fire Academy 
(NWFA) in Crawford. The academy offered four National 
Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) courses ranging from 
basic firefighting to more advanced fire behavior courses. 
The courses were provided at virtually no cost to attendees 
and were presented on weekends to accommodate the work 
schedules of volunteer firefighters. The NWCG’s Annual Fire-
line Safety Refresher Training was also offered as part of the 
academy.
Over a nine-day period, 108 hours of training were com-
pleted. Attendees included 176 firefighters from 14 rural fire 
departments, three Nebraska state agencies and one federal 
agency. The academy also attracted firefighters from South 
Dakota and Wyoming.
The academy also benefitted from the support of the 
Panhandle community. More than 20 local businesses, indi-
viduals and communities contributed time, funds and facili-
ties. Interagency partners, including the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
NFS COORdINATES NEBRASKA 
wILdLANd FIRE ACAdEMy
Resources, U.S. Forest Service, National Weather Service and 
Nebraska State Fire Marshal Training Division, were also criti-
cal to the academy’s success.
Building on the accomplishments of the first academy, plan-
ning for the second-annual NWFA began immediately. Future 
plans include increasing the number of courses offered and 
expanding the curriculum to include prescribed fire courses. 
Students and instructors from as far away as Minnesota have 
expressed interest in participating in the NWFA. The focus of 
the NWFA will remain, however, to provide low-cost ways of 
empowering Nebraska’s volunteer firefighters to better protect 
people, property and natural resources. 
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Gosper Elwood Gosper County Rural Fire District 82,000
Gosper Elwood Elwood Fire Department 3,000
Gosper Total 3,000 82,000
Grant Ashby Rackett Rural Fire District 242,000
Grant Hyannis Sandhills Rural Fire District 82,000
Grant  Total 0 324,000
Greeley Greeley Greeley Rural Fire District 101,000
Greeley Scotia Scotia Rural Fire District 41,000
Greeley Spalding Spalding Rural Fire District 2,400 241,000
Greeley Wolbach Wolbach Rural Fire District 1,600 101,000
Greeley Total 4,000 484,000
Hamilton Giltner Giltner Fire Department 994
Hamilton Phillips Phillips Fire Department 4,950
hamilton Total 5,944 0
Harlan Orleans More Trees for Orleans 9,678
Harlan Stamford Stamford Rural Fire District 101,000
harlan Total 9,678 101,000
Hayes Hayes Center Hayes County Rural Fire District 41,000
hayes Total 0 41,000
Hitchcock Stratton Stratton Rural Fire District 160,000
hitchcock Total 0 160,000
Holt Chambers Chambers Rural Fire District 82,000
Holt O’Neill O’Neill Rural Fire District 242,000
Holt Page Page Rural Fire District 75,000
Holt Stuart Stuart Rural Fire District 800 101,000
holt Total 800 500,000
Hooker Mullen Mullen Rural Fire District 200,000
hooker Total 0 200,000
Howard Boelus Boelus Rural Fire District 1,500 102,000
Howard Dannebrog Dannebrog Rural Fire District 344 90,000
Howard Elba Elba Rural Fire District 86,000
Howard Farwell Farwell Rural Fire District 45,000
Howard St. Paul Howard County Hospital Enhancement 10,000
howard Total 11,844 323,000
Jefferson Daykin Daykin Rural Fire District 400 60,000
Jefferson Diller Diller Rural Fire District 100,000
Jefferson Plymouth Plymouth Rural Fire District 60,000
Jefferson Forest Landowners** 750
Jefferson Total 1,150 220,000
Johnson Cook Cook Rural Fire District 137,000
Johnson Sterling Sterling Rural Fire District 73 141,000
Johnson Sterling Park Drive Enhancement 4,201
Johnson Forest Landowners** 1,500
Johnson Total 5,774 278,000
Kearney Axtell Axtell Rural Fire District 3,500 100,000
Kearney Wilcox Wilcox Rural Fire District 60,000
Kearney Total 3,500 160,000
Keith Brule Brule Rural Fire District 60,000
Keith Keystone Keystone-Lemoyne Fire Department 1,500
Keith Ogallala Housing Authority Street Trees 1,968
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
During the NWFA, students in the S-130 Firefighter Training course have the 
opportunity to gain hands-on experience constructing firelines. 
5-Ton 6x6 with 1,000 gallon tank.
Axtell
1-Ton Type 3 ambulance converted to 
equipment truck.
Cook
2004 Central Community College CEP grant.
Grand Island
2.5-Ton 6x6 with 500 gallon tank.
Brule
In 2008, NFS, the Arbor Day 
Foundation and Rutgers 
University formed a major 
research and development 
consortium to commercialize 
the hybrid hazelnut within the 
next 10 years. 
Hazelnuts show great poten-
tial for contributing to prof-
itable, sustainable woody 
perennial-based agricultural 
and agroforestry systems 
throughout the eastern Great 
Plains and Midwest. Hybrid 
hazelnuts, resulting from 
crosses between the native 
American hazelnut and highly developed European cultivars, 
can produce large quantities of sustainably grown, high-qual-
AdVANCES IN hyBRId hAzELNUT R&d:  AN EMERGING FOOd ANd 
BIOFUELS CROP wITh PROMISE FOR NEBRASKA
ity human and animal food, oil 
for biodiesel, nutraceuticals 
and other products. Commer-
cializing hybrid hazelnuts will 
diversify agricultural systems, 
create new sources of on-farm 
income, foster increased na-
tional energy independence 
with locally-grown carbon-
neutral fuels and improve our 
environment.  
As part of this consortium, NFS 
plants and evaluates a range of 
hybrid hazelnut crosses and 
cultivars at Arbor Day Farm in 
Nebraska City, on UNL’s East 
Campus and at Horning Farm State Demonstration Forest near 
Plattsmouth. 
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After removal, either mechanically or by hand, debris is scat-
tered and left to decompose or piled for controlled burning or 
wildlife habitat (below right). Much of the woody debris from 
projects in the Chadron area is chipped and used by Chadron 
State College (CSC) to heat and cool its campus. Currently, 
CSC uses 9,000 tons of wood chips per year to heat and cool 
more than 1 million square feet of building space, saving the 
college up to $300,000 in energy costs each year. Rising 
energy costs are causing other institutions in Nebraska to 
explore this economical energy source as well.  
In addition to the energy benefits of woody biomass, several 
Nebraska communities are benefitting from increased employ-
ment as workers take to the woods to thin the forest. In the 
Pine Ridge alone, fuels treatment activities have created six 
full-time, year-round jobs and more than $1 million in eco-
nomic development impacts to the area.
To target areas most at risk to catastrophic wildland fire, NFS 
is geospatially assessing Nebraska’s coniferous forest resour-
ces in the Pine Ridge and Niobrara Valley. Because coniferous 
forests present the greatest wildfire hazard, the information 
provided by this project will allow NFS and its cooperators to 
make highly informed decisions about where fuels treatment 
projects will be most effective. 
In cooperation with Nebraska’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), NFS acquired high-resolution aerial imagery 
that is being analyzed with cutting-edge geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) software. This analysis produces a map 
containing information about forest fuel loads, roads, com-
munities, political boundaries and other readily available GIS 
layers. Analysis of the Niobrara Valley was completed in June, 
and analysis of the Pine Ridge will be completed by mid 
2009.
Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) gained prominence in the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003. As a result 
of this legislation, communities with a CWPP are eligible for federal forest fuels treatment grants to help manage nearby for-
ests and moderate the threat of wildfires. 
Developing a CWPP helps a community clarify its priorities for protecting life, property and critical infrastructure in its wild-
land-urban interface—the area where communities and human habitation meet wildlands.
Working in collaboration with both local government and fire departments, as well as applicable state and federal agencies, 
NFS identifies and prioritizes areas for fuels treatment and develops recommendations for the types and methods of treatment 
that will best protect a community. 
NFS has made strides in developing CWPPs for three of Nebraska’s most fire-prone areas. CWPPs are currently in effect   near 
the Pine Ridge’s Nebraska National Forest, as well as in a multi-county area of the Niobrara River Valley. The third, and newest, 
CWPP covers the Wildcat Estates area near Gering. These areas have already received a combined $550,000 in fuels treatment 
grants for 2009. 
COMMUNITy wILdFIRE PROTECTION PLANNING: ThE FIRST STEP
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Keith Ogallala Humphrey Pond Renovation 10,000
Keith Ogallala Ogallala ReTree Kickoff 17,000
Keith Ogallala Ogallala Fire Department 1,800
Keith Total 32,268 60,000
Keya Paha Springview Keya Paha Rural Fire District 123,000
Keya Paha Forest Landowners** 19,231
Keya Paha Total 19,231 123,000
Kimball Bushnell Bushnell-Johnson Rural Fire District 2,200 41,000
Kimball Kimball Downtown Streetscape Renovation 11,000
Kimball Total 13,200 41,000
Knox Creighton Creighton Fire Department 1,375
Knox Crofton Crofton Rural Fire District 60,000
Knox Verdigre Verdigre Rural Fire District 41,000
Knox Total 1,375 101,000
Lancaster Hallam Hallam Volunteer Fire Department 
Landscaping 15,400
Lancaster Hickman Hickman Rural Fire District 100,000
Lancaster Hickman Entrance Sign Monument 8,500
Lancaster Lincoln Downtown Lincoln Landscape Restoration 13,274
Lancaster Lincoln Southeast Community College Frontage 
Enhancement 6,000
Lancaster Lincoln Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 41,000
Lancaster Lincoln Southeast Rural Fire District 260,000
Lancaster Lincoln University of Nebraska Biological Systems 
Engineering 100,000
Lancaster Waverly Waverly Rural Fire District 100,000
Lancaster Total 43,174 601,000
Lincoln Brady Shady Brady 9,187
Lincoln Hershey Hershey Rural Fire District 3,900 101,000
Lincoln Maxwell Maxwell Rural Fire District 60,000
Lincoln Wallace Wallace Rural Fire District 15,000
Lincoln Total 13,087 176,000
Loup Taylor Loup County Fire Department 1,250 100,000
Loup Total 1,250 100,000
Madison Madison Madison Fire Department 290
Madison Norfolk Norfolk Public Schools Tree and Landscape 
Improvement 5,700
Madison Total 5,990 0
McPherson Tryon McPherson County Rural Fire District 100,000
McPherson Total 0 100,000
Merrick Chapman Bader Memorial Park Beautification 4,352
Merrick Chapman Chapman Rural Fire District 182,000
Merrick Total 4,352 182,000
Nance Belgrade Belgrade Rural Fire District 115,000
Nance Fullerton Nance County Veterans Memorial 10,000
Nance Total 10,000 115,000
Nemaha Julian Brock-Julian Rural Fire District 41,000
Nemaha Nemaha Nemaha Rural Fire District 101,000
Nemaha Peru Peru Rural Fire District 1,250 60,000
Nemaha Total 1,250 202,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
3
2004 Maxwell Public School CEP grant.
Maxwell
2004 City of Hickman CEP grant.
hickman
1-Ton Commercial Utility Cargo Vehicle 
equipped as grass rig.
Brock Julian
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For several years, wildland fires across the country have 
been increasing in number, size and severity. Fires in the 
Panhandle and near Valentine during the summer of 2006 
scorched more than 80,000 acres, serving as a grim remind-
er that Nebraska is not immune to this epidemic. 
Since 2001, NFS has been involved in efforts to remove 
excess fuel loads from our forests. Completed fuels treat-
ment projects on almost 5,000 forested acres have reduced 
the risk of catastrophic wildland fires, improved the overall 
health and safety of our forests, preserved water quality and 
stimulated economic development in areas that are often 
otherwise struggling. 
In 2008, NFS received a record $1,182,380 to support fuels 
treatment projects in Nebraska’s most fire-prone areas. 
FUELS TREATMENT PROJECTS IMPROVE FOREST hEALTh ANd SAFETy
These funds, in the form of state and federal grants that are 
passed through NFS to local landowners, will treat more than 
3,000 acres in the Pine Ridge and 1,300 acres in the Niobrara 
Valley.  
Fuels treatment involves removing brush and small-diameter 
trees (top right) from the forest understory. These ladder fuels 
serve as a pathway for ground fires to become highly destruc-
tive crown fires. Crown fires behave erratically and are difficult 
to suppress, making firefighters’ jobs more difficult and more 
dangerous. Without ladder fuels, wildland fires are more likely 
to stay on the ground where firefighters can more effective-
ly—and safely—combat them. In fact, during the 2006 
Panhandle fires, fuels treatment projects allowed firefighters 
to combat wildland fires in areas where they otherwise would 
not have been able to safely do so.  
Since 2001, NFS fuels treatment projects 
have reduced the risk of catastrophic 
wildland fire on almost 5,000 forested 
acres. Treated acres in the Pine Ridge, 
one of Nebraska’s most fire-prone areas, 
are shown in red below.  
FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Nuckolls Lawrence Highway 4 Enhancement 5,520
Nuckolls Nelson Nelson Rural Fire District 41,000
Nuckolls Ruskin Ruskin Rural Fire District 60,000
Nuckolls Total 5,520 101,000
Otoe Douglas Douglas Fire Department 1,306
Otoe Nebraska City North Entrance Welcome Sign 1,202
Otoe Nebraska City Nebraska City Fire Department 962
Otoe Palmyra Palmyra Fire Department 1,183
Otoe Syracuse Syracuse Rural Fire District 1,720 25,000
Otoe Syracuse Syracuse Sports Complex 15,000
Otoe Total 21,373 25,000
Pawnee DuBois DuBois Rural Fire District 60,000
Pawnee Pawnee City Pawnee City Rural Fire District 80,000
Pawnee Forest Landowners** 1,032
Pawnee Total 1,032 140,000
Perkins Venango Venango Rural Fire District 60,000
Perkins Total 0 60,000
Pierce Hadar Hadar Rural Fire District 186,000
Pierce Total 0 186,000
Platte Humphrey Humphrey Fire Department 1,500
Platte Lindsay Lindsay Welcome Sign and Lake Enhancement 3,014
Platte Monroe Monroe Rural Fire District 15,000
Platte Total 4,514 15,000
Polk Polk Polk Rural Fire District 60,000
Polk Shelby Shelby Fire Department 2,000
Polk Stromsburg Stromsburg Fire Department 2,100
Polk Total 4,100 60,000
Red Willow Indianola Indianola Rural Fire District 100,000
Red Willow Lebanon Beaver Valley Rural Fire District 41,000
Red willow Total 0 141,000
Richardson Falls City Falls City Rural Fire District 41,000
Richardson Stella Stella Rural Fire District 41,000
Richardson Total 0 82,000
Rock Bassett Gracy Rural Fire District 365,000
Rock Bassett Rock County Rural Fire District 2,300 142,000
Rock Bassett Rock County High School Entryway 5,872
Rock Newport Newport Rural Fire District 2,500 474,000
Rock Total 10,672 981,000
Saline DeWitt Saline County Rural Fire District 141,000
Saline Dorchester Saline County Rural Fire District 250,000
Saline Swanton Swanton Fire Department 1,800
Saline Tobias Tobias Fire Department 4,950
Saline Western Saline County Rural Fire District 100,000
Saline Total 6,750 491,000
Sarpy Bellevue Roadway Island Triangle 2,199
Sarpy Bellevue Two Springs Elementary School Scouting 
Grove 4,352
Sarpy LaVista Keystone Trail Connector 15,200
Sarpy Papillion 96th Street Project 7,980
Sarpy Total 29,731 0
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
1997 City of McCook CEP grant.
McCook
2006 International 7400 with 3,000 gallon 
tank and 1,000 gpm pump.
dorchester
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FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Saunders Cedar Bluffs Cedar Bluffs Rural Fire District 4,000 100,000
Saunders Ithaca Ithaca Rural Fire District 116,000
Saunders Malmo Malmo Rural Fire District 4,386 225,000
Saunders Mead Mead Rural Fire District 80,000
Saunders Mead University of Nebraska 200,000
Saunders Prague Prague Rural Fire District 41,000
Saunders Valparaiso Valparaiso Rural Fire District 41,000
Saunders Total 8,386 803,000
Scotts Bluff Broadwater Broadwater Rural Fire District 100,000
Scotts Bluff Gering Gering Rural Fire District 2,500 60,000
Scotts Bluff Gering Five Rocks Road Xeriscape Landscape Project 10,000
Scotts Bluff Henry Henry Village Board 161,000
Scotts Bluff Lyman Kiowa Rural Fire District 101,000
Scotts Bluff Minatare Minatare Rural Fire District 101,000
Scotts Bluff Mitchell Mitchell Rural Fire District 120,000
Scotts Bluff Scottsbluff Lacy Park Tree Replacement 14,400
Scotts Bluff Scottsbluff Scottsbluff Rural Fire District 5,000 60,000
Scotts Bluff Total 31,900 703,000
Seward Bee Seward County Rural Fire District 61,000
Seward Cordova Seward County Rural Fire District 60,000
Seward Seward Plum Creek Trailhead Landscape 5,000
Seward Tamora Tamora Fire Department 4,910  
Seward Tamora Seward County Rural Fire District 80,000
Seward Utica Seward County Rural Fire District 100,000
Seward Total 9,910 301,000
Sheridan Gordon Gordon Rural Fire District 1,740 82,000
Sheridan Lakeside Heart of the Hills Rural Fire District 141,000
Sheridan Rushville Rushville Rural Fire District 3,400 100,000
Sheridan Forest Landowners** 78,589
Sheridan Total 83,729 323,000
Sioux Harrison Harrison Rural Fire District 260,000
Sioux Total 0 260,000
Stanton Stanton Stanton Rural Fire District 141,000
Stanton Total 0 141,000
Thayer Alexandria Alexandria Rural Fire District 41,000
Thayer Deshler Deshler Rural Fire District 60,000
Thayer Hubbell Hubbell Rural Fire District 1,000 41,000
Thayer Total 1,000 142,000
Thomas Halsey Halsey Rural Fire District 60,000
Thomas Thedford Thedford Rural Fire District 216,000
Thomas Total 0 276,000
Valley Arcadia Arcadia Rural Fire District 101,000
Valley North Loup North Loup Rural Fire District 41,000
Valley Ord Ord Rural Fire District 3,189 41,000
Valley Total 3,189 183,000
Washington Arlington Arlington Fire Department 3,700
Washington Blair Blair Fire Department 1,000
Washington Herman Herman Rural Fire District 60,000
washington Total 4,700 60,000
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
Energy security, climate 
change, urbanization, invasive 
species, declining rural econ-
omies—the news is filled with 
a disturbing litany of issues 
facing our state and world. 
These serious problems are 
complex, interrelated, defy 
single-remedy solutions and 
demand to be addressed NOW.  
So what does this have to do with trees and forests? 
A lot. 
The sustainable management of trees and forests touches all 
of these issues and can play a huge role in their solutions. 
Even in Nebraska, a primarily agricultural state, trees can and 
do make a difference.  
For instance, trees capture and store carbon for a long time. 
More than 360 million trees growing on 1.3 million forested 
acres and in communities across Nebraska currently seques-
ter 91 million tons of carbon! Planting trees in strategic loca-
tions near buildings can save up to 30% in cooling costs, 
reduce fossil fuel consumption and carbon dioxide emissions 
and create the “Good Life” we have come to enjoy.  
Woody biomass from Nebraska’s trees and forests is an 
almost completely overlooked renewable resource just wait-
ing to be used. We currently use just 10% of the 1 million net 
tons of wood grown each and every year in forests across the 
state. Burning wood for energy reduces dependence on fossil 
fuel, doesn’t emit new CO2 to the atmosphere (wood is carbon 
neutral), reduces energy costs (often by 50% over the cost of 
natural gas) and creates long-term, good-paying rural jobs to 
harvest, process and deliver the wood. Every boiler converted 
from fossil fuel to woody biomass creates at least a 30-year 
local market for woody biomass. That means permanent rural 
employment in areas needing it the most. 
Even invasive and aggressive native species (such as Russian 
olive and eastern redcedar) that overrun pastures and river 
systems are in fact a resource that can be used to fuel bio-
mass plants. Alternative crops, such as hybrid hazelnuts, 
show promise for becoming a new source of biodiesel while 
improving the environment.  
The Nebraska Forest Service (NFS), along with our many part-
ners, is tackling these issues head-on. We are refocusing our 
traditional programs of Forest Stewardship, Community 
Forestry, Wildland Fire Protection and Forest Health to address 
the critically important issues of energy, invasives, climate 
change and rural economic development. To do so, we have 
had to reinvent how we do things and aggressively seek out 
new sources of funding to support these emerging needs. In 
FY 2008 alone NFS successfully secured nearly $2.1 million 
in competitive grants to support programs in forest fuels 
reduction, emerald ash borer preparation, hybrid hazelnut 
research, agroforestry and expanded education and out-
reach programming (see box below). The majority of these 
funds were channeled directly to communities and forest 
landowners through cost-share programs. Additional assis-
tance was provided to volunteer fire districts and communi-
ties through other support programs outlined at the end of 
this report.
At the Nebraska Forest Service, we are serious about our 
mission, that is, to improve peoples’ lives by protecting, 
enhancing and utilizing Nebraska’s tree and forest resourc-
es. We believe we can make a difference. With the support 
and participation of you—our many partners—we are.  
I encourage you to take a few minutes to look through this 
past year’s annual report. It may just stimulate new ideas or 
identify new opportunities for working together to solve the 
acute problems of our day.  
5-Ton 6x6 with 1,000 gallon tank and 
remote nozzle control. 
Cedar Bluffs
5-Ton 6x6 with 1,000 gallon tank.
Utica
COMPETITIVE GRANTS RECEIVEd By NFS IN 2008
Forestry Technical Assistance  $   213,778
Hazelnut Research   $     15,500
Forest Fuels Reduction   $1,182,380
Community Forestry   $   500,000
Invasive Species Preparation  $   166,000
Volunteer Fire Assistance  $   218,110
Sheridan County
Sheridan County
Sheridan County
In addition to promoting forest health, safe-
ty and productivity, fuels treatment projects 
in the Pine Ridge (Sioux, Dawes and Sheri-
dan counties) create full-time, year-round, 
skilled employment. 
Dr. Scott J. Josiah
State Forester and Director, Nebraska Forest Service
..
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FEPP*
GRANT REPLACEMENT
COUNTy COMMUNITy ORGANIzATION/PROJECT  AMOUNT VALUE
Webster Bladen Bladen Rural Fire District 1,772 160,000
Webster Blue Hill Blue Hill Rural Fire District 200,000
Webster Red Cloud Red Cloud Rural Fire District 200,000
Webster Forest Landowners** 2,683
webster Total 4,455 560,000
Wheeler Bartlett Wheeler County Rural Fire District 100,000
Wheeler Ericson Wheeler County Rural Fire District 100,000
wheeler Total 0 200,000
York Benedict Benedict Rural Fire District 100,000
York McCool Junction Community Sign Landscaping Project 1,167
york Total 1,167 100,000
State Fire Marshal Training Division 3,900
Nebraska State Volunteer Firefighters Association 3,500 4,000
GRANd TOTAL 1,022,688 17,728,700
*FEPP = Federal Excess Personal Property currently loaned to rural fire districts.
** Forest landowners receiving cost-share funds for forest fuels treatment and forest management activities.
0
500
1000
1500
2000
2500
3000
3500
4000
4500
Acres
2001        2002        2003        2004        2005        2006        2007        2008       2009*
Fiscal Year
PROJECTED ACRES OF FOREST FUEL TREATMENT
SUPPORTED BY STATE & FEDERAL GRANTS 
TO THE NEBRASKA FOREST SERVICE
* Estimated acres to be treated based on funds currently available.
2001        2002        2003        2004        2005        2006        2007        2008
Fiscal Year
PASSTHROUGH FUNDING 2001-2008
0
500,000
1,000,000
1,500,000
2,000,000
2,500,000
NFS FUNDING SOURCES 2008
Federal
$2,624,853 (46%)
State
$1,504,996 (27%)
Competitive and
Other Grants
$1,496,342 (27%) Salaries/Benefits
59%
Operating
16%
Grants/Cost-share 
to Partners and 
Forest Landowners 
25%
NFS EXPENDITURES 2008
NEBRASKA FOREST SERVICE ANNUAL REPORT 2008
Lincoln-Main Office
103 Entomology Hall
P.O. Box 830815
Lincoln, NE 68583
(402) 472-2944
www.nfs.unl.edu   trees@unl.edu
Steve Karloff, Southeast District Forester
109E Entomology Hall
Lincoln, NE 68583-0815
(402) 472-3645   skarloff1@unl.edu
Rich Lodes, Lower Platte South NRD forester
109D Entomology Hall
Lincoln, NE 68583-0815
(402) 472-3646   rlodes1@unl.edu
Chadron
Doak Nickerson, Northwest District Forester
Upper Niobrara-White NRD
430 E. 2nd St.
Chadron, NE 69337
(308) 432-6190   hnickerson1@unl.edu
John Overstreet, Western Fire Specialist
Region 23 Emergency Management
P.O. Box 426
Chadron, NE 69337
(308) 432-3179   joverstreet1@unl.edu
Clay Center
Scott DeWald, South Central District Forester
South Central Agricultural Lab
P.O. Box 66
Clay Center, NE 68933-0066
(402) 762-4412   sdewald1@unl.edu
Omaha
Chip Murrow, Community Forester Assistant
Douglas/Sarpy County Extension 
8015 West Center Rd.
Omaha, NE 68124-3175
(402) 444-7896   jmurrow2@unl.edu
O’Neill
Jason Severe, Conservation Forestry Specialist
USDA NRCS
107-A E. Hwy. 20
O’Neill, NE 68763-2111
(402) 336-3798, Ext. 128   Jason.Severe@ne.usda.gov
Ord
Rich Woollen, North Central District Forester
Lower Loup NRD
P.O. Box 210
Ord, NE 68862-0210
(308) 728-3221   rwoollen1@unl.edu
Norfolk
Cory Schmidt, Acting Northeast District Forester
Northeast Research & Extension Center
601 E. Benjamin Ave., Suite 104
Norfolk, NE 68701-0812
(402) 370-4024   Cory.Schmidt@ne.usda.gov
North Platte
Rachel Allison, Southwest District Forester
West Central Research & Extension Center
402 W. State Farm Rd.
North Platte, NE 69101-7751
(308) 696-6718   rallison1@unl.edu
Steve Lyda, Conservation Forestry Specialist
USDA NRCS
1202 S. Cottonwood St.
North Platte, NE 69101-6127
(308) 534-2360, Ext. 121   Steve.Lyda@ne.usda.gov
Scottsbluff
Georgette Jordening, Conservation Forestry Specialist
USDA NRCS
818 Ferdinand Plaza, Suite C
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
(308) 632-2195, Ext. 136
NEBRASKA FOREST SERVICE STATEwIdE OFFICES
Tecumseh
Jay Seaton, Conservation Forestry Specialist
USDA NRCS
448 N. 12th St.
Tecumseh, NE 68450
(402) 335-3337, Ext.121   jay.seaton@ne.usda.gov
Valentine
Jessica Yahnke, Forest Fuel Management Specialist
Middle Niobrara NRD
526 E. 1st St.
Valentine, NE 69201
402-376-3241   jyahnke2@unl.edu
wayne
Steve Rasmussen, Great Plains Initiative Coordinator
Wayne County Extension
510 N. Pearl St.
Wayne, NE 68787
(402) 375-0101   srasmusen2@unl.edu
west Point
Bob Vogltance, Fire Resource Manager, Prevention
441 S. Colfax
West Point, NE 68788
(402) 372-5665   bvogltance@cableone.net
